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The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizen and communiry groups tools and resources to shape federal
budger and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. NPP is a community education, research and
training organization that for more than 17 years has dedicated itself ro making our nation’s budget priorities something
that ordinary citizens can help shape and understand. In addition tc a national perspective, NPP analyzes the impact
of federal spending on the state and local level, providing citizen groups, elected officials, the media and policy analysts

with the information they need to réspond to the problems faced in their own communities. The Project maintains an

extensive database of state and local informartion and works to make that data immediately accessible. NPT hosts one
of the largest free information sites on the World Wide Web with more than 1900 pages of data and reports available
to the general public. For an example of the information currently available, visit our web site at www.natprior.org.

The National Priorities Project is also proud to announce the creation of its Congressional District (CD) DProfiles Database.
Expected to be the only one of its kind, the database will be fully interactive and designed to provide the user with a
CD Profile that includes basic demographic data, in-depth information on unmet social needs, the amount of household
income that goes from your community to various programs, how much comes back to the CD and much more. The
CD Profiles Database is projected to be operational later this year. NPP expects to provide its first publication using
Congressional District breakdowns in the Fall of 2000.
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OPLE’S 810 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622-4103
Phone: (312) 243-3038 Fax: (312) 243-7044

CT'ON npa@npa-us.org WWW.Npa-us.org

National People’s Action is a 20-year old, Chicago-based coalition of some 302 grassroots neighborhood groups
from 38 states. The coalition and its national chairperson, Gale Cincotra, are best known for spearheading the
movement to pass the Community Reinvestment Act in the 1970’s, taking on insurance redlining and developing
innovative crime and violence prevention strategies in the 1980s. Most recently NPA has been working to reform
the Federal Housing Administration’s guaranteed loan program.

Today the organizations that participate in NPA work on a variety of different issucs, including the need for school
construction and more after-school activities, increasing community reinvestment, making neighborhoods safer,
cleaning up toxics, and job development and retention. What unites these groups is a shared commirment to
keeping our nation’s neighborhoods strong and a philosophy that neighborhood residents are the experts on
neighborhood needs.
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Introduction

his report joins the unique local impact research of the National Priorities Project (NPP) with the grassroots leadership
of National People’s Action(NPA) organizations across the country. It urges the nation - and the federal government -
to address what is becoming a national tragedy — the condition of our nation’s public schools.

Our public educarion syscem has been the foundation of our
great democracy, our unique way of devcloping the intellec-
tual and social character of every child in preparation for effective
parzicipation in that system. This process — and those values — are
housed in our nation’s 100,000 public school buildings.

Today. as this report documents, too many of those buildings
are falling apart and overcrowded. In urban, suburban and ru-
ral communitics across the country, our public school buildings are
literally endangering the lives and learning of our children and dis-
couraging our teachers. Instead of imparting in our students a sense
of democracy, we are creating fear and cynicism. Through analysis
and first-hand stories, we show the inability of local communities to
address this monumental problem on their own.

Recess is over.
It’s time for the federal
government to do its
Jair share to save our
public schools.

Our call is urgent. We're ringing the bell, sounding the alarm.  Recess is over. [t's time for the federal government

to do its fair share to save our public schools.

Sincerely,

Greg L. Speeter

Greg L. Speeter
Executive Director
National Priorities Project

Gale Cincotta

National Chairperson

National People’s Action

Executive Director

National Training and Information Center

P.S. We have great information about your school district! We want to show how the education policies
we discuss in this report are important to every person across the nation. Therefore, at the NPP web
site, www.natprior.org, you will find a page of relevant basic information on cach of the 15,000 school
districes in the country. Also remember to look for the two-page, state-by-state versions of this report

available for download.
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Executive Summary

merica's public schools - urban, suburban and rural - have

dangerously deteriorated. Although state and local governments
have recently doubled their commitment to rebuild chis crumbling
infrastructure, even at chis rate it will take 50 years juse to modernize
 the existing public schools.

In addition, school districts have not been able to keep pace with
record increases in school-age population. Over 50% of New York
City and Chicago classrooms are overcrowded. Some suburbs have seen
17-22% increases in population iz just 2 years. These trends will only
be exacerbated by projected record population increases in the next 10
years, with no decline in population in sight.

studies show that school conditions can strongly
affect student success or failure as well as the teach-
ing/learning process.

Communities and states no longer have the resources to address
overcrowded, deteriorated schools. The federal government, which
has significantly cut back its overall commitment o states and commu-
Hities and to education in the past 20 years, must do its fair share co
rebuild and strengthen education infrastructure.

Bi—partisan legislation being offered in Congress this year could
make a dramatic difference, for very little cost, and keep the con-
trol of school financing in the hands of
local officials. Bills to provide interest-
free bonds could halve the cost of school
buildings, and finance the building or
rehabilitation of 6,000 schools.

Polls show that the public
would overwhelmingly sup-
port legisiation to improve
deteriorated, overcrowded
schools.

Reghe Decling paant, cracked concrete
and exposee. vusting metal and pipes
are only some of the problems ai ths

Buten I\'uu_qr whvel,

Baton Rouge, LA
It's All Wet

“One day very early in the school year [
walked into the lunchroom and my jaw
dropped,” said Tara Parrish, an 11*
grade teacher at Woodlawn High School
in Baton Rouge. “I've never seen any-
thing like it. In the space between the
roof and the ceiling was a sagging part
where water would collect. So the day
after it rained — and a good rain in
Louisiana is a downpour — water would
then ‘rain’ for-the next four days on the
lunchroom.”

The school had moved iables and rear-
ranged wires to accommodase the prob-
lem. There were ne cautionary signs up.
At least one classroom suffered so badly
from leaks that students had nowhere to
put their backpacks during class because
of water on the floors.

“Then,” Parrish continued, ‘the school
board started talking abous uniforms.
Kids complained that the school
board was worried about uniforms
and safesy bus not about the roof.
That’s when they decided to wear
raincoats to the school board meening
in December.”

Louisiana Communities United
(LCL) is based in Gonzalez. LCU is
an organizing leader in the areas of
environmental justice and education.




The,Néed for Repairs

America’s Schools are Old, and in Desperate Need of Repair
T he conditions of our public schools have become a national disgrace.

I I‘ivc years ago the federal government surveyed 10,000 schools and estimated that 33% of our schools, serving 14 million
children, needed either extensive repair or total replacement. These schools are in virtually every communiry in the country.

Table I
The Percent of Schools Needing Repair or Replacement, According to the GAO Report

% of Schools with % of Schools with

at Least One at Least One
Commuruty 'I‘ypc Inadequate Building Inadequate Feature
60% of all schools needed extensive T TR T ‘
repair of at least one major building Cenral City -0
feature, such as a roof or foundation.' o )
Urban Fringe/Large Town  28.6% 56.8%

58% of schools had at least one poor
environmental condition, such as
inadequate heating or poor air quality.?

Source: Table I. GAO - School Facilities: America's Schools Report Differing Conditions - 6/96, Table 1.4, page 37.

he report estimated that it would cost $112 billion to bring all schools to a good overall condition and to comply with
federal mandates.’

ther nacional organizations with cxpertise in building construction are extremely critical of school conditions. The

'American Institute of Architects reports our nation’s schools are “in shambles”.* The American Schools and Universities survey
states that a majority of our schools are in crisis.” The American Society of Civil Engineers considers our schools in worse condition
than any other infrastructure. including our prisons. It gives our schools a grade of E°

Local Estimates of the Cost to Repair Schools are Startling, for Example:

Ncw York City, NY nccds $6.4 billion,7

Tty <}~ -”

Newar ] I?.bxlhon, and .
»&lﬁmj ol ‘"!‘i..u.; il 157

Lo idaman

Philadelphia, PA $765 miltion.”

Our Schools arc Getting Old . . .

he average age of a public school building is 42 years. The construction industry notes that when a school is 20-30
years old, frequent replacement of equipment is needed. Between 30 and 40 years of age, original equipment such as roofs
and electrical equipment must be replaced. After 40 years, a school building begins rapid deterioration; after 60 years, most
schools are abandoned. 73% of our nations' schools are 30 years or older. Close to a third of our schools are more than 25 years old
and have had no renovation in 20 years."
/
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[he Neod for Repairs continted

... And are Not Given Adequate Funding for Maintenance
espite the aging of our schools, maintenance funding has been cut back
from 13% ta 9.1% in a decade, according to the American Schools and

Universities.'! Orther research shows an exponential increase in chis deferred
maintenance s buildings experience secondary and tertiary effects of iniial
deferred maintenance: for instance, the carpet needs o be replaced and/or
walls need to be re-plastered because the roof leaks.™

... Busy with More Immediate Needs

ichael Casserly, Executive Director of the Council of the Grear City

Schools. has worked for years with leaders of the nation’s largest school
districts. He notes that urban schools are already underfunded, and so arc
more likely to try to meet immediate needs such as classrooms, schools and
books rather than address repairs.'* Barbara Lawrence. with the Rural School
and Communiry Trust finds rural schools in the same bind, noting that main-
tenance is put off since it is one of the only chings principals have control
over from year to vear."

Progress at a Snail's Pace
hife repair and construction work has increased in the past several
years, it is nowhere near enough. John B. Lyons of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. estimates that $4.4 billion was spent on school alter-
ations in 1999, Assuming half went to repair prior deficiencies, he estimates
it would take SO vears to return schools to good condition.”

faght Temporary spuces
where our uldren

are trving o learn. dike
this “lassroant ot the
haflicay “oi the Brons, are

4 grot g prodiem

Phot - Courtesy of Jordan Mow/Notwond News.

The Bronx, NY

Mobile Homerooms

In Public School 33, 1,064 students go
to a school thar was designed 1o hold
only 694, leaving it at over 153% of
capacity. Under the elevated train that
runs above busy Jerome Avenue in front
of the school, a row of five mobile
classrooms park every day. These buses
are used to hold classes that do not fit
into the main school building. Last
year, a kindergarten room held 51
students, and two others held 52
students each. The rooms were so
crowded that there was no room for
desks and chairs, so the students sat on

the floor.

The Northwest Bronx Community and
Clergy Coalition has been organizing for
25 years. Their region is home to the
most overcrowded schools in the nation.

Brooklyn, NY

Community School Needs Home
When it became clear the District
couldi't solve problems related to
overcrowding, parents in Brooklyn came
together with their local community
development corporation to create the
Gypress Hills Community School (PS.
89). The 90 Kindergarten through 5
Graders are temporarily boused within
an overcrowded intermediate
school. PS. 89 is now
recognized as part of the
District. Staff, parenss and
the CDC have identified a
permanent site to make this
longstanding neighborhood
drean: a reality. All that
vemains is to secure funding
for the facilitys creation.

—C———————

The Cypress Hills Local Devel-
opment Corporation is 2 commu-
nity-based organization working
on housing and other issues.
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Our Schools are Dangerously Overcrowded ,

Dcncrioration is only part of roday's school crisis, overcrowding is another. While no national data is yet available,
informaticn from individual school districts is indeed disturbing:

# In New Yorlk City, 59% of students atrend overcrowded schools:!

¢ In Chicago, 57% of high school students, and 40% of elementary school students,
attend overcrowded schools;?

¢ In Los Angeles, 15,000 students are bussed each day because there is no room at
their home schools.?

@ Wisconsin, which has a large rural population, estimates that 26.9% of its schools
are overcrowded.!

Population has Skyrocketed
P ublic schools have not been able to keep pace with record enrollments in recent years - a 16.5%, 6.7 million
increase in student population between 1989 and 1999. The West had the most growth, on rhe average a 25.9%
increase. Nevada's schools have seen a 74.1% increase over 10 years; Arizona 46.7% and California 26.2%.°
Other regions have also seen dramatic increases. In the South, Florida has scen a 33% increase, Geargia,
26.5%. In the Northeast, Connecticut student population has increased 18.5%. In the Midwest, [llinois popula-
tion is up by 19.8%.°

The Pressure of Population Increases on Local School Districts is Enormous

& Broward County, Florida, one of the districts with the largest increase in enrollment
in the country, averaged more than 8,700 new students a year between (987 and 1997.
With 2,000 portable classrooms, it has become known as the “portable classroom
capital” of the nation. A recent state mandatc to retire porcable classrooms will only
exacerbate the overcrowding.

¢ Jefferson County Colorado represents the kind of growth many suburban areas
face. It has had to build 13 new schools between 1999 and 1998, and has recently added
500 portable classrooms.”

In fact, many suburban commurities have experienced incredible growth 7n just 2 years. For example, in Texas, Plano has
seen a 22.5% increase in growth, Lewisville a 17.8% increase and, in Capistrano, CA a 13.8% increase berween the fall
of 1996 and the fall of 1998.°

espite this surge in population since 1989, school construction spending averaged berween §9 and $11 billion from
1989 until 1996, although by 1998 it increased to $17 billion.” Hard-hit by the economic recession at the begin-
ning of the decade, many schools delayed construction and maintenance despite the need. In many cases, school construc-
tion faced stiff opposition from voters. In 1991, for example, half of all school bond proposals were defeated. In 1997

however, 2/3 of school bonds werc passed.'’
J BEST COPY AVAILABLE




Opererotcding on the Rise contaited

Chart I : , _
: " - : : Los Angeles, CA
Population Projection: School - Age Children Bidding for a Bungalow
(2000-2100) -
g The White House Place Primary Center
g 000000 £ in Los Angeles houses 200 children in
= l:’f}t{(’)zz“’)‘(’) ' ///__,,—f""/ 10 plywood bungalows. These bunga-
Y 000000 A —— T lows have only one exst, placing the
S L00000m0 - < children at great risk in case of fire or
2 20000000 carthquake. There is no auditorium or
'*5: ot 2 gym, no computers and a small concrete
= 000 2020 2040 2060 2080 2100 playground for children to play on at
Year % recess. Yer, parents in the surrounding
_ : S neighborbood advocate for their chil-
o 11D cateatations uttng Department ol the Consus. Populauan Diswion. Pesjectiont Fropeam.

dren to attend this school. The alterna-
tive is a 2-bour bus ride due to over-

crowded neighborhood schook.

The Primary Center is illusirative of the
broader crisis facing the Los Angeles
Unified School Districs (LAUSD).

Projections Diata 2600-2100, lanuary 1999

Continued Population Growth Will Exacerbate the Problem
A-ccording to U.S. Census projections, school-age population will

continue to grow year-by-year throughour the century, almost doubling
by the year 2100, This “baby-boom echo” is unlike the post-World War baby
boom which was followed by a sharp decline of births in the early 1970s."

(See Chart [.)

School Repair + New Schools +
Computers = $308 billion

he National Education Associa-

tion recently surveyed the Depart-
ments of Education in all 50 states,
asking them to assess their state’s need
to repair and modernize existing
schoals, to meet rising enrollments, and
to provide modern telecommunications
technology for all schools. The cumu-
lative bill for renovating existing and
building new schools is $254  billion.
The cost to equip all schools with mod-
ern rechnology and fund  protessional
development for teachers: $54 billion,
fora sum total of $308 billion."

Lhore Students extt
plywood bungalow. turned
classroem. in Los Angeles.

et At

fictor Many of the 15,000 Las
Angeles children nding buses to
school 1 nesghbortng towns (hecause
of overcrawding) suffer lower

nlulﬂ‘(mlf test seores ds o fﬂll[l‘

15,000 children ride buses each day
because there is no roam at their home
school, According to
LAUSD, these children
score significantly lower
on academic tests than
children staying in
neighborheod schools.
The District must build
more than 100 new
schools in the nexr 10
years to handle the
projected influx of
120,000 new students.

The Westside Parent Orga-
nizing Project works to
organize parents to push
for school construction and
cducation reform in the
Venice and Mar Vista
neighborhoods of Los
Angeles,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 7.
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The Ixilpact on Learning

Overcrowded, Deteriorating Schools Handicap Students and Teachers

C emmon sense indicates that deteriorated, overcrowded conditions interfere with the weaching and lcarnmg envi-
s ranment, Bur researchers have begun o measure whether or not, or how much, building conditions atfect student

performance. Their recent studies indicate that the conditions of schools make a significant difference,

Deteriorated Schools Impact Learning
S }{ Jork by Glenn Earchman of the Virginia Polyrechnic Institute and State University and ather researchers are showing
a strong correlation berween a buildings condition and its impact on learning. Among the findir.,, -

& [n Washington, DC students in school buildings in poor condition scored 5.45 poinrs
lower than those in fair condition, and 10.9% lower than those in excellent condition.'

¢ In owo different studies using the same methodology, one in rural Virginia, another of all 199
North Dakota high schools, students in schools in poor condition scored 5 percentage points
below those in above average condition in standardized rests, including subtests in reading,
math, wrirten expression. science. etc.”

In a more recent test using the same methodology, students in large, urban schools in Virginia scored far worse than
students in above-standard schoels. Students had grade points:

17 points lower in math;
15 points lower in reading comprehension;

119% lower in social science;

9% lower in science and in writing.’

ecachers note that differences in test scores as large as the latest Virginia study could mean the difference between an
AandaC, ora Cand an F in a course, and could dramatically weaken a high school transcript. As Earthman states,
differcnces in scores as large as these are enough te account for student success or failure.'

So Does Overcrowding

ittle research exists on the impact of school overcrowding on achievement. However, a study entitled Bursting at
L the Seams by the New York City Citizens Commission on Planning for Enrollment Growth found that, especially in
schcols with a high proportion of students living in poverty, overcrowding can have a dire impact on learning. For instance:

BEST COPY AVAILABLE i1




Phe dmputct oo Learaone condnied

¢ Students in overcrowded schools scored significantly lower on
both math and reading exams than those in underuatilized Chicago, IL
schools; ’

& Students interviewed fele that overcrowding makes it ditficule
{or them to concentrare on lessons;

Qvercrowded and deteriorated schoels
are a problem throughour Chicaga:

& Teachers stated that overcrowding limited the amoune of time Counseling in a Closet
teachers could spend on innovative teaching methods, limited Munoz Marin Primary Center, built for
them to struggle simply to maintain order, and increased the only 120 children, currently holds
likelihood of burnout, almost 400, with no library, gym or

+ In addition, the study found that overcrowding has “a dircer playground. Olga Arriaga, a Local
and often severe impect on the logistics of the school day, School Council (LSC) member, adds,
forcing changes in schedules and making disruptions and noise “When the counselor has meetings with
part of normal operating procedure”™.* parents, she uses a janitor’s closer.”

Boiler Room Backdrop

Bcrnurd Manchego, who works with parens, teachers and studenes as the At Stowe Elementary School, which has

parent coordinartor for Title [ programs in a rapidly-growing Florida over 1,500 studenss, ’f’” 12-year old
school district. notes that one way overcrowding atfects learning is that there modular classroom is in tervible shape. It
is a shortage of textbooks. “Seudents have te share textbooks ;nd macerials includes a leaking raaftbat canses
with cach other, so at icast half the rime students can't review assignments or floodefi classrooms and forces children 10
do homework. They don't do as well as they would if they had these meer in any space they can find in the
resources”.t main building, including ousside the

boiler room in the basement.

What Message are We

Sending our Children?
abe Gonzalez, who has been
fighting to improve schools in

Hlinois with the Northwest Neigh-

Blocks Togedier is 4 non-profit
FrASSIIOE COMMUILY OREriz-
tion that works 1o improve thie
N. Garfield and W. Humboldt
Park communites.

borhood Federation, has found
from his community work that not

only do children not fearn as well No Space at Home
&

Shields Elementary School is
ar 139% of its capacity -
1,747 students. LEC
member Gloria Braveo
explains, “Qvercrotweing is s
bad that we have to bus
hundreds of kids to schools in
other neighborhoods. The
new school promised for
Brighton Park is overcrowded
before its even buils.”

in had conditions, they have less
contidence thar the education sys-
tem will work for them, He believes

that these conditions confine large
segments of society to have lower
expectations for everything they do.”

Above A seructural flate caies heary pries of
ot g0 fall aver the enirance of this Chage
whool, Wath na maney to fix the problem,

ctzeddents are only “proseceed ™ by this affolding.
————

Belone: Larents and seachers say 1t ail Brighton Park Neighborhood
Council is a 3-year old commu-
nity group recently honored as
Best Emerging Community Group
in Chicago by a consorum of
foundations.

1o BEST COPY AVAILABLE W
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‘The Need for a Stronger Federal Role )

States and Coramunities Cannot Afford to Build Schools on Their Own

Unlikc the help it provides other infrastructure, the Federal government provides virtually no help to local communities
when it comes to schools, only 1/10 of 1%. (See Chart II.) In recent years, local communitics and most states are

valiandly trying o address the sicuation, but lack adequate resources. In 1998, state and local governments contributed $17

billion in K-12 construction costs alone. The federal government contributed $400 million for financing costs.

(See Charr I11)!

Communities Need Federal Assistance

hile virtually all communities are financially strapped, some are less able to finance school construction than others.
Given their lower property tax revenues, poorer communities, usually large cities, or rural communities, have less
money to build schools than do wealthier ones, and must address more socio-economic problems.

Chart I

Federal Outlays, Physical Capital Investment
(FY 2000)

Education.
Training,
and

Employment

| 5%

15% Housing Assistance

0.1%

Pollution Conero Highwavs
Facilities

13%

Community and
Regronal Development

Alrports 4%

Philadelphia is a Case in Point
With per capita income much lower than that
of its subusbs, it spent $6,812 per pupil in
1996, compared to $10,937 for Jenkintown,
$12,207 for Lower Merion and $12,255 for
Radnor. In addition, Philadelphia must ad-
dress other social and economic challenges. For
instance, 42% of its children live in poverty
compared to a 7.9% average child poverty rate
for the surrounding 4 counties.” In 1996, the
city did a study that found that it would take
$765 million just to bring existing schools up
to standard.’ Yer it has the highest tax rare in
Pennsylvania, and cannot raise its taxes.”

Copyright 2000 © Nananal Priorsuues Projecs, Inc (PP

8% Muss Transportanion
Source Historreal Tables of the Budu Utor 1Y 2000 Table 2 6 Composiion ot Outhiy s lor Cerants tor Maor
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Chart Il
Schocel Construction,
The cost of K-12 education construction completed in
State and Local v. Federal 1998 ; : y
. s . 2 " ' -
Gin billions of dollars) represe 1ts only construction costs for all new con
$20.0 struction, additions and modernizations completed in
A S k] - . .
/(:"“ of R-12 1998. This cost severely underestimates the actual costs g
. . " 7 Education Construction of building new schools or completing major renova- <
$15.0 p tions on existing facilities because it does not include e
! . o . . £
the costs associated with financing school bond tssues or £
$10.0 costs of purchasing land,etc. The irue cosi is likely 1o g
; be nearly twice this amount. Total federal contribu- 3
. d
tion to school modernization and construction projects 3
£5.0 g ] ] 2
represerits only the contr‘z'butzon of the QZAB program 2
' . o which covers the cost of interest on school bonds. 5
-~ Lederal Contribution g
$0.0 — H

“hioes not mcdude inancing, purciase of Lind, et

Source L onstrnenon © ot ASKE 25 Annual Otticul Education Construcnion Report My 1999 fedend Contnbubion Department ot Educanon. QZAL Companson of

Wlocations (or TR - 2000, waw ed gov ints construcion, gzabsiyr homl
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Do Need for a stroneer Federal Rode conzioned

From Urban ... ‘

Michael Casserly of the Council of the Great Ciry Schools finds the
construction need in big ciry school districts has just become too great

to be able to address at the local level alone. He notes that if the local school

systems had to pay the total cost of meeting school needs, the tax rates would

be so high that everyone would leave the cities.

n face, according to Casserly, many cities have passed bonds and levies,
but at best they are picking up only 30% to 40% of the need.’ Our re-
search finds that:

& While the Chicago public schools have issued $1.9 billion in
school bonds since 1996 and have been hailed as a national model
in addressing school problems, last year it had to eliminate $400
million for its capiral plan and postpone another $400 million
until more funds are found.

# The New York school system, which has been implementing a
major $10 billion capital improvement program since 1990, finds
that due to increasing enrollment, it will be able ro pay for only half
of the needed repairs.”

asserly notes that in addition, in

many cities, such as New York,
Washington, and Baltimore, local school
systems cannot try t raise the money for
their schools on their own. They must
rely on city government to do so. and so
they find themselves competing with other
priorities, including fire. police. other
infrastrucrure and increasingly sports
stadiums, for bonds.”

lhore Young Milwaukee
students are literally
fearning tn a closer.

Hoivw Erery day 380 students
1o this regular stee dassroom

a5 ol catfeterta, 130 at a time.

Milwaukee, WI
Space Wanted

Nationally recognized as a leading two-
way bilingual school, La Escuela
Fratney operates in a building that is
almost a century old. Built in 1903,
the school lacks a music room, art room,
computer lab, cafeteria and full kitchen.
The school is not accessible to physically
challenged individuals. The cafeteria,
which is the size of a regular classroom,
must serve over 300 students every day.
The kitchen, which is built into an old
coat room, can only warm food, so that
food must be truckzd in from a nearby
middle school.

Part of the office and the compuser lab
are in the second floor hallway. One
first grade classroom is in the basement.
When children play in the third floor
gymnasium the second floor library light
[fixtures shake, and the noise obliterates
any possibility for
instruction. The sound
reverberates throughout
the school. In Novem-
ber of 1998, over 200
people turned out at a
school board hearing to
testify in suppors of a
new building plan.
Despise the overwhelm-
ing support and contin-
ued advocacy, there are
still no funds available.

WISDOM is a church-
based regional coalition
of Wisconsin commu-
nity organizations that
has led successful cam-
paigns in the cities of
Racine and Milwaukee.
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Ihe Need jor a Sstroneer Federal Role contuonneed.

. . . To Rural, the Chalienges are the Same

Rural communities find themselves in a similar precarious position trying to raisc money. A state-by-state survey of
rural school districts found that with lower student enrollments, inadequacy of the tax base and limits that are gener-
ally placed on debr, ruzal districts often cannor generate the revenues required to build school facilities. It found that the
majority of responding districts had already exercised over half of their allowable limits for capital outlay, and 27% of the

districts had reached the maximum limic.”

d McLiney, who has run a bond underwriting business since 1966, believes the public supports the school districts
as best it can. He noted that Missouri changed its state constitution to allow a school district to increase its debt service
from 10% of evaluation to 15% but thac still there are central cities and rural communities where people just can' raise the

money to obtain bonds."

Chart IV

{1980 v. 1999, 1n bhillions of dollars)

— Revenue Sharing
__ Environmental
Protection Agency

— job Training and Employvment

— Dept. of Housing & Urbuan Renewal

Environmental

Protection Agency — |

Job Training and Employment —§

Dept. of Housing — 8
& Urban Renewul

1980

Decline in Federal Commitment to States and Cities

I several ways, federal policies bave cosn-
iributed to the inability of states and com-
munities to afford school construction.

First, the federal government has cut back
dramatically in other commitments 1o
states and cities over the past 20 years,

Jorcing state and local government (o ask
taxpayers for money to address other

needds.  Since 1980, it has eliminated
Revenae sharing, which. after adjisting

Sor inflation. means it has cut housmg

wntits by TI0e cut job training by 56%.
and cut environmental- protection by
23%. As Chart IV shows, the federal goe-
ernment spends $79 billion less i these
areas today than it did in 19507

Second. the federal goreriment bas cut
its share of education spending over the
past 20 years. (11 1980. the federal gor-
ernmoent contributed 9.8% of all clenen-
tary and secondary educanion dollars.
Tuday it contribuies 6.6%0.'~
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. Addressing the Issue.

Proposals for Federal Support

Duc to the severe crisis documented by the GAO report and to increased
citizen pressure, in the past foew years, members of Congress and the

Administration have sought ways to involve the federal government in

responding to the school construcrion crisis.

Interest-Free/Tax-Credit Bonds

ne approach that would significantly address the crisis would have the

federal government provide inrerest-free/tax-credit bonds to states and/
or school districts. School districts or municipalities generally pay for schools
by financing municipal bonds. The interest cost on a school is enormous,
amounting to as much as the cost of the school itself. Thus by providing
interest-free bonds, the federal government can cut the cost of the school by
as much as 50%."

New Schools

Interest

Construction Costs

Right: The empry field wiere
o high schoal for the town
of Barnstead needed to

be burlt 1.2-years ago.

16

Barnstead, NH
“Open” to the Public

The Town of Barnstead does not have a
high school. Instead, the town runs five
buses to high schools in neighboring
towns, which requires the students to be
on a bus up to one hour each way.
However, due to overcrowding, the high
schools have stopped taking students unless
they excel in some regard. Tim Clark,
Chairman of the Barnstead School

- Committee, put it this way:

“If you're an 8* grade student in
Barnstead, you're 13 years old, you have
to apply to be accepred ro public high
school. And you can be denied for any
reason. They can simply say they don'’t
have enough room. So children are being
awarded placements on the basis of merit.
This is public education. This isn't like
taking the PSAT s and going to college.
This is just getting a public education.
And you can be denied.”

The voters of Barnstead have thus far
rejected local efforts to raise the funds for
the town to build its own high school.

Twelve-years ago, parents,
teachers and other citizens of
Barnstead began cfforts to
build a town high school.
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Adledressone the insue continged

any school districts have poor bond ratings, meaning thar they have had a poor performance in paying back previous

bonds. Potential purchasers of bonds look at these ratings when deciding whether or not to purchase a bond, or how
much interest to charge. Poor bond ratings could mean that raising bonds in the future will be more difficulr and/or more
expensive. This legislation would pay the interest on a bond, increasing the appeal to the purchaser and lowering the cost
to the school district.”

In 1997 Congress authorized $400 million in interest-free bonds each year for 1998 and 1999. In 1999 it reauthio-
rized this program for two more years. These bonds, called Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (QZABs) currently can
only be used for school modernization, not for the building of new schools. Half the nation’s state education agencies
have authorized these bonds or are considering them.’

This Year’s Budget Proposals
he Clinton Administration’s FY 2001 budget proposes spending another $2.4 billion over 5 years to subsidize
$24.8 billion in bonds, and would allow the money to be used for construction of new schools as well as for mod-
ernization. The Administration calculates this legislation would rebuild/construct 6,000 schools over that period.* This
would be 22% of the deferred maintenance as identified by the GAO, or 8% of the deferred maintenance and need for
new schools as identified by the NEA.®> Democrats and Republicans are attempting a bi-partisan effort to pass a school
construction package.®

Grants and Loans for Urgent Repairs
In addition, the FY 2001 Clinton budger proposal includes $1.3 billion a year for the next S years in grants and loans for
urgent school repairs in high-poverty, high-need districts.”

Critics might claim that the legislation will significantly expand federal bureaucracy and control of the construction
and renovation of public schools and that the legislation is too expensive. In fact, neither is the case. Firse, all
decisions about which schools are to be built or repaired are left up to states and localities. Second, proposed tax credits
create no additional bureaucracy. Third, existing government departments would implement the program.®

Nor is the program expensive:

The $1.8 billion annual cost of both the interest-free bonds and the grants and loans for
emergency repairs would cost the median tax-paying household $7.58 a year.” To provide
some perspective, the combined cost of the bonds, grants and loans this year is comparable
to:
¢ $6.50 per capita;
# 1/26 what the federal government spent last year on other physical infrastructure;
# the cost of 19 of the 3,700 new fighter jets, or 1/165 of the Pentagon budge
& half the annual tax breaks for the fossil fuel industry, 1/83 of annual corporate tax breaks."

F inally, the program would have another economic benefit. At a time when many of the new jobs being created pay
poverty wages, spending $24.8 billion modernizing our schools would create 1,041,600 quality construction jobs."
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. Conclusion.

O ur schools ought to be places that tell students that they
can make a difference in their lives as well as the life of their commu-
nity. Instead, as this report has documented, tens of millions of our children
— children in all our communities ~ attend schools in conditions that dra-
matically lessen their ability to learn and grow. The problems are so severe
that they require federal action. The solutions currently being discussed in
Washingron are a modest but sensible beginning.

here is one other reason to consider this a federal prioricy. Poor schools

pose a threat to our national economic security and our future. Qur
students already rank miserably when compared to children in other indus-
crialized countries: 21st of 40 in Math and 10® of 40 in Science. In our
increasingly global economy, when an educated workforce is critical toa nation’s
competitiveness, we ought not be handicapping our children by making them
learn in cold, leaky, overcrowded buildings.

Two years ago a narional bi-partisan survey by Greenburg Quinlan Re-
search and the Tarrance Group found that 76% of the public would
favor a $30 billon, 10-year federal school modernization proposal. Another
poll by the Luncz group, last year, showed that 81% of the public would
support spending $22 billion for repair of school buildings.

ational security can no longer be defined solely by the numbers of

bombs and jets we stockpile; rax breaks should not only benefir the
most powerful. It’s time to redefine national security, re-think where our tax
dollars go, and put our children’s schools in the equation.

Newark, NJ
A Race with Developers

The Ironbound Community Corporation
is trying desperately to save space for new
schools in part of Newark, NJ.  The
Ironbound neighborhood clearly needs
new schools. It six elementary schools
are, on average, 124.5 years old, and
operating at 162% of capacity. '
The city is one of the poorest in the
country and the state Supreme Court has
ordered the state to pay for the $1.7
billion to address city-wide school
infrastructure needs. But the state has
other priorities as well, and there is no
guarantee the total amount will be
appropriated, or by when.

The city’s strategy — to push for more
housing development - may bring in
more tax dollars, but the housing being
developed is creating a need for more
schools while taking away scarce land on
which to build those schools. In fact,
Ironbound saw 400 housing unirs
developed last year, bringing in another
800 students, enough for another school.

Legislation that would pay the interest on
school bonds would make building
schools more affordable. It might also
convince the state to act now, before the

land disappears.

The Ironbound Community
Corporation is a Community
Development Corporation
serving low-income people in

New Jersey.

Tablem B

| Ironbound’s Aging and Overcrowded -_’Sc.'h(-)'(i"ls_:
' ~ Above

Capacity

1885 36%

1869 20%

Wilson Ave. 1881 190%

Lafayette St. 1848 17%

Hawkins St. 1887 26%

South St. 1883 10%

SRR AR A R

18
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v, S %, Increase izati '
o Schools » Increase Modernization, State Benefit

Needing =~ in ", Construction. Costof of School

State [xtensive School Agc Technology Debt Interest Modermzation Construction
Repeir, & Population. & Costs & per Pupil = Pronosal = Jobs Created =
] ] s = < pos o 5l
Replacement & 1989.2009 o (billionsy == =4 (millions) o with Proposal od

United States 18.7% $307.5 $24.800.0 1,041,000
Alabama 39% - 9 5.4% - 37 $2.3 32 $135.24 48 $374.3 17 15,722 17
Alaska 45% 2 30.1% 1 $0.9 44 '$504.19 7 $459 48 1,930 48
Arizona 4°% 6 66.4% 2 $5.7 15 $573.99 3 $325.7 20 13,679 20
Arkansas 25% 40 5.3% 38 $2.3 32 $234.31 37 $193.4 30 8.121 30
California 43% 4 35.2% 5 5329 2 $133.65 49 $3,057.0 1 128,400 1
Colorado 32% 23 33.2% 8 $4.5 12 $397.77 16 $203.4 28 8,542 28

Connecticut 30% 29 12.3% 25 $5.6 17 $500.25 8 $196.9 29 8,271 29D

DC 49% 1 -13.5% 50 . 51 $94.73 51 $109.2 36 4,585 36
Delaware 40% 8 15.4% 22 $1.2 490 $242.20 36 $46.9 46 1,971 46
Florida 31% 25 33.9% 6 £5.5 19 $294.07 26 $1,354.0. 4 56,861 4
Georgia 26% 39 36.8% 4 $8.5 11 $203.95 41 $612.8 9 25,728 9
Hawaii 21% 45 33.7% 7 $1.0 42 $460.08 11 $49.9 44 2,094 44
Idaho 32% 23 38.1% 3 $1.0 42 $213.63 38 $56.8 43 2,387 43
lllinois 31% 25 23.2% 14 $11.3 5 $390.11 18 $1,121.0 5 47,097 5
Indiana 29% 32 7.1% 32 $3.5 26 $506.19 6 $324.9 21 13,646 21
fowa 19% - 50 -1.2% 40 $3.9 24 $185.75 43 31357 35 5,699 35
Kansas 38% 12 7.6% 31 $2.3 32 $282.30 29 $156.0 34 6,552 34
Kentucky 31% 25 1.3% 2 $3.1 29 $205.89 40 $344.9 19 14,486 19
Louisiana 39% 9 -4.1% 47 $3.9 24 $247.78 35 $595.3 10 25,005 10
Maine 389% 12 -9.6% 49 $0.7 45 $373.72 21 $77.6 41 3,258 41
Maryland 319% 25 21.5% 16 $4.8 21 $173.32 44 $351.8 18 14,775 18
Massachusetts 1% 6 13.6% 3 $9.9 B $295.39 25 $405.8 13 17,042 13
Michigan 22% 44 2.5% 40 $9.9 8 $409.96 14 $1,003.0 7 42,128 7
Minncsota 38% 12 12.1% 26 $5.4 20 $498.28 9 $265.3 26 11,143 26
Mississippi 28% 34 1.3% 42 $1.6 37 $207.31 39 $321.8 22 13,516 22
Missouri 27% 35 11.7% 27 $4.5 22 $290.81 27 $388.1 16 16,300 16
Montana 20% 49 11.4% 29 $1.1 41 $172.01 45 $63.9 42 2,683 42
Nebraska 35% 19 6.1% 34 $1.9 35 $250.48 34 $83.2 39 3,493 39
Nevada 23% 42 104.8% 1 $5.6 17 $520.87 5 $89.0 37 3,738 37
New Hampshire  38% 12 15.9% 21 30.6 46 $332.55 22 $45.3 49 1,901 49
New Jersey 19% 50 16.4% 20 $22.0 3 $296.90 24 $528.3 11 22,188 11
New Mexico 30% 29 31.8% 9 31.8 36 $277.22 30 $187.6 32 7.881 32
New York 33% 21 11.5% 28 $50.7 1 $405.66 15 $2,747.4 2 115,389 2
North Carclina  36% 18 25.29% 13 $7.5 12 $301.37 23 $396.4 14 16,647 15
North Dakota 23% 42 -7.0% 48 $0.5 49 $153.76 47 $46.9 46 1.971 46
Ohio 38% 12 -0.3% 45 $10.6 ¢ $546.95 4 $947.3 8 39,785 8
Oklahoma 30% 29 1.4% 41 $2.9 31 $195.19 42 $273.8 25 11,498 25
Oregon 39% 9 20.0% 18 £3.0 30 $390.79 17 $191.2 31 8,033 31
Pennsylvania 21% 45 5.9% 35 $10.4 7 $880.33 1 $1,013.3 6 42,559 6
Rhode Istand 29% 32 6.7% 33 $1.6 kY $251.58 13 3814 40 3419 40
South Carolina ~ 37% 7 0.7% 44 $3.3 27 $414.35 13 $261.1 a7 10,967 7
South Dakota 21% 45 13.2% 24 30.6 46 $167.68 46 $48.1 45 2,020 15
Tennessce 27% 35 20.3% 17 $3.2 28 $259.67 32 $396.4 14 16,651 14
Texas 27% 35 30.7% 10 $13.6 4 $385.92 19 $2,074.0 3 87,106 3
Utah 34% 20 21.9% 15 $9.0 10 $266.14 31 $85.1 38 3,574 38
Vermont 210 45 5.9% 35 $0.3 30 $289.69 28 $44.0 50 1,848 50
Virginia 27% 35 16.8% 19 $6.9 13 $379.32 20 $320.5 23 13,462 23
Washington 44% 3 28.9% 12 $6.5 14 $478.32 10 $285.7 24 11,999 24
\est Virginia 42% b] -13.6% 51 $1.3 39 $130.45 50 $178.4 33 7493 33
Wisconsin 33% 21 9.7% 30 $5.7 15 $£718.48 2 $418.3 12 17,569 12
Wyoming 24% 41 34% 39 $0.6 46 $440.49 12 $42.6 51 1,790 51

Sources | Government Accounttng OfTiee (GAQL School Tacthites, tatenca’s Soots Report Ddfferin Conchtons tGACQ HEHS-96-103) Washington. DX June 1996 2 LS Dept o Edueation,

1 Huch 100 Schood Specral Report on the Baby Boom Fcho - Mo End i Sugfi, August 19, 1999, 3 Data provided by the National Education Assocatten. March 2000, 4 US. Dept. ot Education, Natonal
Center tor Education Statstics. Common Core of Data tur BY 1997, 5, US. Dept. of Education, 200 - 2002 Construction and Renovation Intative: Distnbution ol $24 ¥ bithon 1in Band Authonty.
Tutial stimates.” unpublished mformation. 6 NPP caleulations based on discussion with Jack Lyons, Education bacilities Manager. 118, Dept. of Education, Washington DC. February 2000

-16- 19
REST COPY AVAIlL ARI F




_ End_note_s

The Need for Repairs

' Government Accounting Office (GAQ), Schoo! Facilities: Americas Schools Repore Differing Conditions, (GAO HEHS-96-103)
Washington, DC June 1996.

* GAO.

' GAO.

+ American Institute of Architects, Testimony on School Construction and Modernization before the U.S. House of
Representatives Committee on Education and the Workforce, July 27, 1999; www.e-architect.com/gov/federal/legissues/
schoolcontest.asp.

5 Joe Agron, American Schools and Universities, 28% Annual Maintenance and Operations Cost Study: School Administrators:
A Budget Deferred; www.asumag.com/ research/Main-School.html.

v American Society of Civil Engincers. Report Card on America’s Infrastructiere, Washington DC, 1998,

* Citizens Budget Commission, The Three Cs: Crowding, Crumbling and Computers: Background on Priority Concerns for the
1999-2000 School Year in New York City, September 1, 1999.

* Data supplied by Ironbound Community Corporation, Newark, New Jersey.

* City of Philadelphia, Summary of Perks Reutter Assessment. 1996.

 Narional Center for Education Statistics (NCES), How Old are Americas Public Schools? January 1999. (NCES 1999-048)
heep://nces.ed.gov/pubs99/age.heml.

" American Schools and Universities.

2 David S. Honeyman, “The Condition of Americas Schools™, in School Business Affairs, January 1998.

13 NPP interview with Michael Casserly, February 18, 2000.

14 NPP phone interview with Barbara Lawrence, February 23, 2000.

15 NIPP correspondence with Jack Lyons. Education Facilitics Manager, U.S. Department of Education, Wash.ngton DC,
February 2000.

Overcrowding on the Rise

t Citizen’s Budget Commission.

* The Neighborhood Capital Budget Group.

% Los Angeles Unified School District School Reform Office, Facilities Task Force, www.lausd.k12.ca.us/lausd/offices/reform/
school_fac.heml, 5/28/99.

1 Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, School Facilities Survey Statewide Summary Report for 1998-1999.

“U.S. Department of Education, A Back to School Special Report on the Baby Boom Echo: No End in Sight, August 19, 1999.

« U.S. Department of Education, August 1999.

" U.S. Department of Education, A Back to School Special Repors on the Baby Boom Echo, Americas Sehools Ave Overcrowded and
Wearing Out, September 8, 1998.

% U.S. Deparement of Education. August 1999.

" American Schools and Universitics, Table 3.

0 Congessional Research Service, statement submitted for the Hearing Record, Senate Finance Committee, 3/3/99.

it U.S. Census.

12 http:/l'www.modcrnschools.org/.

The Impact on Learning

{ Maureen M. Edwards, Building Conditions, Parental Involvement and Student Achievement in the DC Public School System,
unpublished Master Degree Thesis, Georgetown University, Washington, DC, (ED 264 285).

! Glen L. Earthman, Carol S. Cash, Denny Van Berkum, "A Statewide Study of Student Achievement and Behavior and School
Building Condition”. presented at annual meeting of the Council of Educational Facility Planners, International, Dallas, TX,
September 19. 1995.

' Glen 1. Earthman, The Impact of School Building Conditions and Student Achievement, and Behavior, Virginia Polytechnic
Institute and State University. Blacksburg, YA, 1998.

* Earthman.

* Gary Burnett, “Overcrowding in Urban Schools”, in ERIC/CUE Digest #107, July 1995; htep://www.ed.gov/databases/
ERIC_Digcsts/ed384682.html.

20 BESTCOPYAVAILABLE 17

e, |

—— e s ¢ s mw s T ms e s




Fndnotes contnicd

o NPP interview with Bernard Manchego, February 2000.
“NPD interview with Gabriel Gonzales, December 1999,

The Need for a Stronger Federal Role
' Srate and local contribution based on information from American Schools and Universities; federal contribution calculated at

$400 million in QZABs (see page 10).

*School District of Philadelphia, Realities Converge, Revisited: Schooi Districs Sees Guins On Test Scores and Management
Efficiencies, But Fiscal Crisis Is At Hand, March 1998. : :

3City of Philadelphia, Perks Reutter Assessment.

4 School District of Philadelphia, Realities Converge.

5 NPP interview with Michael Casserly, Council of the Great City Schools, February 2000.

5 The Neighborhood Capital Improvement Group.

* Citizen Budget Commission, The State of Municipal Seruices in the 1990s: Crowding, Building Condirions and Staffing in New
York Ciry Public Schools, September 2, 1997,

# [nterview with Michael Casserly.

" Honeyman, D.S., “School Facilities and State Mechanisms that Support School Construction: A Repert from the 50 States”,
in The Journal of Education Finance, 16 (2), 1990.

10 NPD interview with Ed McLiney, Kansas City, MO.

" NPD calculations using Historical Tables of the Federal Budget of the United States Government FY 2000, Table 5.1 for Job
Training, Community Development Block Grant; Table 5.2 for Environmental Protection; Table 12.3 for Revenue Sharing.

12 “Quality Counts 99", Education Week on the Web, hetp//www.edweek.org/spreports/qc99/states/indicators/in-t5b.hem.

Addressing the Issue
' Interview with Robert Canavan, Rebuild America’s Schools, and htep://www.modernschools.org/actnow.

* NPD has analyzed the bond ratings of major cities, urban school districts and a number of rural communities and found thart
many have a Standard and Poor bond rating of a B or lower, indicaring that raising bonds in the future will be difficulc and/or

more expensive.

* Canavan. .
+ U.S. Departmenc of Education, The Impact of the Administrations Tax-Credit Bond Proposal in Communties Throughout the

Country, February 29, 2000: heep://www.ed.gov/inits/construction/impact.heml.

* Percentage determined by comparing $24.8 billion spent over the 5 vears with $112 billion needed to repair schools as
determined by the GAO and by $308 billion estimated to meet modernization, new construction and technology needs
determined by the NEA.

* Canavan,

*U.S. Department of Education, The [mpact of the Administrations Tax-Credit Bond Proposal in Communiites Throughout the

Country.
*U.S. Department of Education. The Impact of the Administrations Tax-Credit Bond Proposal in Communities Throughout the

Country.

" Cost to median household based on NPP calculations of median houschold’s tax share of $1.8 billion.

" Per capita comparison based on U.S. population as of March 17, 2000, from U.S. Census; comparison to other physical
infrastructure based on Budger of the U.S. Government, Historical Tubles of the U.S. Government, FY 2000; comparison to
fighter jets and Pentagon budger based on NP Choices That Maiter. 1999: comparison to tax breaks from foreign tax shelters
for U.S. multinational corporations, from Citizens tor Tax Justice, www.ctj.org/heml/welfar99.htm; comparison to tax breaks
for U.S. corporations. Charles Sennote, “The $150 Billion Welfare Recipients: U.S. Corporations” in the Boston Globe.

July 7. 1996.
I Discussion with Jack Lyons. U.S. Department of Education, March 20, 2000.

Condlusion
U National Education Goals Panel - National Educarion Report, Building a Nation of Learners, 1999, test scores.
4 of

* GGreenberg Quinlan Associates and the Terrance Group, A National Bipartisan Survey on School Modernization. January 1998.- -
*The Luntz Research Companies. The Rebuild America Infrastructure Survey, January 1999.

EST COPY AVAILABLE el

-18-




The NATIONAL. PRIORITIES PROJECT produces reports for organizers, national, state and community groups, analysts, advo-
cates and elected officials. NPP offers a variety of at-a-glance overviews in one to four page formats, localized press Kits for each
release, talking points for general use and a variety of other taols for organizers and the public. Please contact NPP for information.

The National Pricrities Project has many releases currently in publication. Hundreds of state and city reports are available for free
download through our web site, www.natpricr.org. Hard copy of these and our national reports are also available for order directly
through NPP. Fer more information please email NPP at: info@natpricr.org or call us at (413) 584-9556.

Ordering information for recent publications and the new print, National Security? is below: -

Choices That Matter:
Federal Decisions and Your Hometown

The State of the States 2000:
- The Third Annual Assessment of the State We're In

rhe STATE UF THT.STATTS
Syuawn i

This release includes a 28-page national report, 4-
page reports for all 50 states and 2-page reports
for more than 100 cities. It examines a 20-year
federal spending trend in five areas of critical social
need: economic security, education, the environ-
ment, health care and housing and juxtaposes the
federal commitment to meet those needs with the
spending on unnecessary cold war type weapons.

National Report * $14.95 ea.S & H $2.50

This four-color, illustrated
information package, NPP's
{999 State of the States
Release, includes an 8-page
national overview; a three-
pane! illustrated discre-
tionary spending pullous.
two inserts including a state-
by-state data wble, talking

Quantity Sub Tetal $ paints and local reports for
State Quantity $3.00 ea. all 50 states and dozens of
B (ealNeeds - $1.00S & H (when ardered alone) LS. cities.
e e Ciy ____ Quantity ___ $2.00 ea,
P $1.00 S & H (when ordered alone) . R
SubTotal $ National, State & City Reports, (all-inclusive) ® $11.95 ea.
Total $ S & H $2.50
State Quantity Total §

Working Hard, Earning Less: The Story of Job Growth in America

This 24-page national report is pubiishea by NPP in collaboration with Jobs with justice. It was the first
known research publication to establish a livable wage for each of the 50 states. Among other points,
this report reveals the twenty jobs with the most growth and shows
that 74% of those jebs pay less than a livable wage. Local reports are

Othér titles '.wailla-l:flfe'_ s
from NPP =~ _

include:

" N Mo o5
S Yty T il
2

00/5')/"::/;4/ available for all 50 states. (April 1999)
//”4'; . 3 National Report * $7.95 ea. 5 & H $2.00 Are You Winning or Losing?,
ke /a8 Quantity SubTotai $ 32-page State of the States report on
7 ) State Reports + 4-page Talking Points ¢ $3.00 ea. S & H $2.00 Federai Spending Prioritles. (1998)
;.% State _ Quantity SubTotal $

N
e
«
W

America’s Heart and Soul:
" Qur Children at Risk,
12-page report on Americas’

2-page Organizing Sheet * $1.00 ea. $ & H $1.00

#
' (when ordered alone)
'f{:fé State

Working HARD,

EARNING LESS VB Quantiey SubTotal $ -~ Communities and Children. (1996)
un un:vu KW LROWTI SN AMEIICA é Total $

:: "Tt‘ Ry et Vover Education Campaign:

N « jobs and the Economy, 2-page

reports commenting on the
condition of America's work force.
National Security? + America's Children, 2-page
Created by New York artist Amy Barrell, this print uses a combination of report describing the conditlon of
images, words and color to present a strang message. It questions our nations’ children in America.

current priorities favoring unnecessary defense spending, corporate welfare + Seniars, 2-page report detailing
and tax breaks for the wealthy over the needs of the general public. The print the situation of America's seniors.
features the poignant quote of former Congresswoman Barbara jordan “The . (1996)

stakes are too high for governmer:t to be a spectatar sport” This beautiful art- !
work is available in three formats: a 14 x 18 print, note cards and post cards.
Prints: Signed $29.00 * Unsigned $15.00

MNote Cards: $22.00 * Pack of {2 cards w/ envelopes

Post Cards: $8.00 « (2 Postcards

Gift Pack: $25.00 » |2 Note Cards w/envelopes & 6 Post Cards

Creating a Common Agenda,
72-page report on nationa! budget
priorities. {1995)

Shipping Information & Other NPP Resources on Next Page
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Become a Local Organizing Partney

The National Pricrities Project specializes in producing easy-to-under-
stand reports and fact sheets that explain the impact of federal spending

policies on a national, state and city basis. We work continually with nation-

al organizations and local citizen groups to produce localized material. as part
of our Grassroots Factbook series, that illustrates what federal spending deci-
sions mean to families across America.

You can help make these critical choices a lerger part of the public debate
by joining our Local Organizing Partners Program. This program is part of NPP's
effort to build stronger relationships with grassraots organizations and coali-
tions across the nation. More than 80 community groups in 33 states current-
ly participate as Partners. This type of collaboration brings national policy to
the doorsteps of people across the nation in a way that is easy to understand
and accessible for all.

Our Local Organizing Partners Program is designed to be accessible and
affordable. If you are interested in becoming a Partner please contact Pamela
Schwartz for more information about this and other exciting opportunities to
work with NPP.

‘O.l,iiécjl,f )l'_"”ga'l' l-ngi 'idi;.li;l_iél; I forme

g ‘A_t'Y(.J_ur Servrce

The staff of the
National Priorities Project
is available to offer expert

testimony, conference or
other presentations on a
variety of topics,
classroom lectures or
technical assistance
based on its research and
publications.

For more information
please contact
Stacy Roth at (413) 584.9556.

Name of Organization

Staff Contace & Title

Address

City State Zip Email

Phone YVeb Site address (if apphicable)
 fnformation

Name Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip Email

Phone Web Site address (if applicable)

uantity pricing available; please call for information. NPP is committed to providing these important organizing teols to
Yy P g P g P ganizing
groups all over the country, regardless of the organization's ability to give financially. Please contact NPP for more information about

how your group can benefit.
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Recess is Over! It's Time to Address Our Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools.
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NY: Anna Garcia Ashley, WISDOM, Racine, WI; Drew Astolfi, National People's Action, Chicago, 1L: David Barrert, St.
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"Under the elevated (rain that runs above Jerome Avenue in front of the school,
a row of five mobile classrooms park every day. These buses are used to hold

classes that do not fit into the main school building."
« The Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition. The Brons. NY.

‘I the space between the roof and the ceiling was a sagging part where walter

would collect. So the day alter it rained — and o good rain in Louisiana + a

downpour - water would then ‘rain’ for the next four days on the lunchroom.”
+ Tara Parvish. I'lih Grade Teacher. Woodlawn High School, Baton Rouge, LA,

The Town of Barnstead does not have a high school. Instead, the town runs five
buses to high schiools in neighboring towns... However, due to overcrowding, the
high schools have stopped taking students unless they excel in some regard.
"If you're an 8th grade student..you have to apply to he accepted to public high
school. And you can be denied for any reason.”

« Tim Clack, Chairman, Barnstead School Commuittee, Barnstead. NH.
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17 NEW SOUTH STREET
SVITE 302
NORTHAMPTON, MA 01060

413.584.9556
FAX 413.586.9647
INFO@NATPRIOR.CRG
WWW.NATPRIOR.ORG

NPP is a non-profit
research and education
organization

that provides citizens,
community groups and
elected officials with

the information

they need

to help shape federal

spending pricrities.

ACCURATE DATA

NATIONAL OVERVIEWS

LOCALIZED REPORTS

THOUGHTFUL ANALYSIS

JSER-FRIENDLY
PMESENTATION

& e

Since 1983

Guidelines for the Use of National Priorities Project Materials

National Priorities Project (NPP) encourages the use of its information in
preseitations by other organizations. However, NPP materials may not be
resold, reprinted or distributed for compensation of any kind without prior
permission from NPP.

NPP information may be reproduced for educational purposes, provided' that
appropriate citation is made. This includes crediting National Prioritics
Project, copyright year, and name of publication, when applicable.

NPP would appreciate a copy of any materials that use our information.
Please address any questions to Greg Speeter, Executive Director, National
Priorities Project.

Please notify Stacy Roth at 413-584-9556 or sign and return this statement to:
National Priorities Project

17 New South St. Suite 301

Northampton, MA 61060

413-584-9556
413-586-9647 — Fax

Organization Name:

Address:

City, State,Zip:

Phone: Fax: E-mail:

Contact Person:

Signature:

Printed Name:

Report you are using:

05/15/98 C:\Kathleen\Office Proceduresicitingform.doc
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The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizen and community groups tools
- and resources to shape federal budget and policy priorities
which promote social and economic justice.

NPP is a community education, research and training organization that for more
than 17 years has dedicated itself to making our nation’s budget priorities
something that ordinary citizens can help shape and understand. Tn addition to a
national perspective, NPP analyzes the impact of federal spending . i the state
and local level, providing citizen groups, elected officials, the media and policy
analysts with the information they need to respond to the problems faced in their
own communities. The Project maintains an extensive database of state and local
information and works hard to make that data immediately accessible. NPP is
pleased to host one of the largest free information sites on the World Wide Web
with more than 1600 pages of data and reports available to the public. For an
example of the information available, visit our website at www,natprior.erg.

The Nationa! Priorities Project collaborates with national organizations and local
citizen groups, including more than 75 specific Local Organizing Partners in 35
states, to produce and disseminate these state and city reports to the broadest
possible audience. In 1998 NPP released its first Annual State of the States
report, Are You Winning or Losing? 1t was followed in 1999 by Choices That
Matter: Federal Decisions and Your Hometown. Choices is seen as
particularly important since it was the first such analysis since the combining
of military and social spending under one spending cap, in the Discretionary
Budget. Other recent NPP reports include: Working Hard, Earning Less:
The Story of Job Growth in America (the first national publication to establish
a living wage for each of the 50 states), Compromising Our Communities,
CDBG at Risk and On the Chopping Block: Potential Cuts to Select
Discretionary Programs, Labor, HHS and Education Appropriations.

NPP also publishes the Grassroots Facthook series several times a year. This
is a tool for providing regular updates on the impact of current spending
proposals and debate on our nation's states and cities. The Factbook is a series
of in-depth reports, at-a-glance fact sheets and organizing kits that focus on the
major decisions facing communities as the federal budget year progresses.
NPP releases a Factbook with any major national publication it produces.

The National Priorities Project is also proud to announce the creation of its
Congressional District (CD) Profiles Database. Expected to be the only one of
its kind, the database will be fully interactive and designed to provide the user
with a CD Profile that includes basic demographic data, in-depth information on
unmet social needs, the amount of household income that goes from your
community to various programs, how much comes back to the CD and much
more. The CD Profiles Database is projected to be operational later this year.
NPP expects to provide its first publication using Congressional District
breakdowns in the Fall of 2000.
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Dear Colleague:

This report joins the unique local impact research of the National Priorities
Project(NPP) with the grassroots leadership of National People’s Action(NPA) organiza-
tions across the country. It urges the nation - and the federal government - to address
what is becoming a national tragedy — the condition of our nation’s public schools.

Our public education system has been the foundation of our great democracy, our
unique way of developing the intellectual and social character of every child in preparation
for effective participation in that system. This process — and those values — are housed in
our nation’s 100,000 public schoo! buildings.

Today, as this report documents, too many of those buildings are falling apart and
overcrowded. In urban, suburban and rural communities across the country, our public
school buildings are literally endangering the lives and learning of our children and dis-
couraging our teachers. Instead of imparting in our students a sense of democracy, we are
creating fear and cynicism. Through analysis and first-hand stories, we show the inability
of local communities to address this monumental problem on their own.

Our call is urgent. We're ringing the bell, sounding the alarm. Recess is over! It's
time for the federal government to do its fair share to save our public schools.

Sincerely,

// —
o CSpalll
/

/ Greg L. Speeter
Executive Director
National Priorities Project

P.S. We have great information about your school district! We want to show how the
education policies we discuss in this report are important to every person across the
nation. Therefore, at the NPP web site, www.natprior.org, you will find a page of rel-
evant basic information on each of the 15,000 school districts in the country. Also
remember to look for the two-page, state-by-state versions of this report available for
download.
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A Publication of the National Priorities Project

RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Alabama and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

Alabama’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Ofﬁce, G
1= School age popularion is projected to grow by 39,000

39% of our elementary, seconda,ry and high schools
need rotal replacement or éxtensive repair.

59% of our schools need extensive repair of ar least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communiries nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, iewill
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996,

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

children (a 5.4% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $2.3 billion to modernize existing public schools

. in Alabama, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
- schools with modern technology and fund professional
~ dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Alabama Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Rt at
Construction

& The cost of a new high school in Alabama includes $8.7 million in
construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Alabama in 1997 was
$135.24 per pupil. Many schools and communiries have poor
E"lG'j Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

)

; Ylbk*)ﬁ.
New ochools

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back irn And to Alabrama

In the last 20 vears, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributced
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million o school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Alabama and  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by 3547 million or 82%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 16.62% to 9.56%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up 1o 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be buiit would be left up 1O states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Alabama
would be eligible for $374.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 15,722 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgcut school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Alabama taxpayers would be $3.35.

Redefining National Security

Its time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-pardsan legisladon. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ': of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

‘ For informatian about your school district; gorto ouriweh site at wivw.patprior.org.:
“To order copics of the Recess 5 Over? national repost contact NPF ae (1131584-9556 of email infotnatprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

ST Ty information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us ar (413) 584-9556.
LA £ »
50 a3 Q;r\, 17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
z % Northampton, MA 01060
o) e (413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 3 2
% o0 www.natprior.org @ info@natprior.org

Copyright 2000, Natianal Priorities Project, Inc. (NPP).
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Alaska and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Alaska’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

45% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

(9% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is projected to grow by 33,000
children (a 30.1% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $868.8 million to modernize existing public
schools in Alaska, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with medern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show thar students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Alaska Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Alaska includes $12.9 million in

Cornistruction

construction, and $9.6 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Alaska in 1997 was
$504.19 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

l—‘J\"""[‘: Intcrest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.
e
L.
, _ Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
IR resources it has to finance a school.

New Schools
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Alaska

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Alaska and tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $67.9 million or 53%. construction costs alone.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to stares
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Alaska
would be eligible for $45.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 1,930 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districts, The annual cost for both programs to Alaska taxpayers would be $6.61.

Redefining National Security

It's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time ro define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

“2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- Tor inforsation about your school district, o 16 our web site-at www.natptior.ore. .
- . reringorma JoUL your s¢ 5 8 _ . prior.org. - _
* To order-copics of the Recess is Over! national report contact NPP at (413)584-9556-or email info@natprior.org, * -

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers cirizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
RO information go to our website www.natprior,org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
o

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact;
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 4 fax (413)586-9647

wwiv.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org 3 4
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Arizona and across the country, the condition of our schocls endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Arizona’s Public Schools are

Dangerously Deteriorated

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting C.0cer: © . 70

g " " Schobol age population is projected to grow by 403,000
"t children (a 66.4% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

41% of our elementary, scébndiif}; énﬂﬂgﬁ schools
need total replacement or exténsivé repair.’

64% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature; such’ds a roof or foundation. | e . . .
' ® ’ . - According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey . |.--

spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the

need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will-*

It will cost $5.7 billion to modernize existing public schools

. ifi Arizona, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
~“schaols with modern technology and fund professional

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studics show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers tn spend much of their tdme
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Arizona Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Arizona includes $18.9 million in
AL construction, and $14.2 million in interest payments.

A
LSS igg

Construction
+ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Arizona in 1997 was
% $ $573.99 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
Interest

credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Arizona

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Narionwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Arizona and tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $281.7 million or 65%. construction costs alone.

It has ‘also cut back its share of education funding from 12.89% to 9.28%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

roposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Arizona
would be eligible for $325.7 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 13,679 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Arizona taxpayers would be $3.52.

Redefining National Security

It's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"z of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

. For inforination about your school district, go to our web site at www.natpriororg. - .
6 or email info@natprior.org

Recess is Over! national yeport contact NPP-ar (413)584-955

v

. "To order copies of the

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promore social and economic justice. For more reports or other

SRR, information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us ac (413) 584-9556.
17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060 ]
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 3 o

www.natprior.org 4 info@natprior.org
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Arkansas and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

Arkansas’ Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

25% of our elementary, sccondary and high schools -
need total replacement or extensive repair.

42% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we conrinue to modernize schools ar this rate, it will
take 50 vears just o fix up all the schools that were deemed in

bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age popﬁlétio,lfxis“prbjecred to grow by 23,000
children (a 5.3% incredse) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:
Irwill cost $2.3 billion ro modernize existing public schools
in Arkansas, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern techinology and fund professional
dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many Arkansas Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

e
Construction

4 The cost of a new high school in Arkansas includes $12.3 million in
construction, and $9.2 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Arkansag in 1997 was

%—j In§cst

i

] £ 399
New Schools

$234.31 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

(oo Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

. g7 BESTCOPY AVAILABLEE




The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Arkansas
In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
cornmunity development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Arkansas and
its communities by $312.5 million or 83%.

Tt has also cur back its share of education funding from 16.62% to 7.84%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Arkansas
would be eligible for $193.4 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 8,121 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Arkansas taxpayers would be $1.81.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

= 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks

. For information about your school district; go to apr.web site gt wwwnatpriot.ofg: '
- *“Fo order copies of the Recess s Over! national report contact NPP-3t (413)584-9556 or email info@natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

&
£ 17 New South St.¢ Suite 302 Your lLocal Contact:
z Northampton, MA 01060
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In California and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachiers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

California’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth
According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: o] i i -
i oy School age population is projecied to grow by 1,678,000
)
e s o <090 | chidren {2 35.29 increase) becween 1989 and 2009,
[t } - E

o resulting in overcrowding in many schools.
719% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . . . -

J B ’ According to astudy by the National Education Associartion:
Ie will cost $32.9 billion to modernize existing public
schools in California, build schools to meet rising enroll-
ments, equip schools with modern technology and fund
professional development for teachers.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need, 1f we continuc to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many California Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

# The cost of a new high school in California includes $18.9 million in

s . e .
g&i{l’.& construction, and $14.2 million in interest payments.
Construction
# In fact, the average cost for debr service in California in 1997 was
$ $133.65 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
E‘E"b Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt
service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to California

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only 8400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid 1o California tion. Stares and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $3.3 billion or 74%. construction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 10.13% t0 8.17%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed [cderal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communitics,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up fo states

and localitics. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. California
would be eligible for $3.1 billion in school construction bonds, which would generate 128,400 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high

poverry, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to California taxpayers would be $4.68.

Redefining National Security

I's rime to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just 14 of 19% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to definc national security in terms of how we cae for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y; of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

For information about your-school district, go to our webi site at vww.ratprior.org, _
. To order copics of thee Rrcess, s Lver! national regort contact NPI* at'(413)584-9556 of enmail infot natpriororg” .

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shapc
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
PRIORIT information go to our website wwuw. nasprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
-~ L)

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Colorado and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Colorado’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Ofﬁcé: -

32% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair. -

58% of our schools need extensive repair of ar least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in

bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth
School age population 1s projected to grow by 187,000
children (2 33.2% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowdifig ift many schools.

According to0 a stﬁd}} by the National Education Association:

It will cost $4.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Colorado, build schools to meet rising cnrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many Colorado Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

H{'F‘ In§cst

New Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Colorado includes $11.8 million in
construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments.

+ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Colorado in 1997 was
$397.77 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
33 s resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Qut Back ivr}éi_ciliq Colorado

In the last 20. years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmenral, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Colorado and  tion. States and localitics paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $304 million or 75%. . construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 5.91% to 5.23%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Colorado
would be eligible for $203.4 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 8,542 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Colorado taxpayers would be $5.67.

Redefining National Security

I¢'s time to redefine national security and change where our tax doll-rs go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
entagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥4 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the
people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

72 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

DL Por'm_ffrmnu'on about your school district, go to-our web site:at-www.narprior.org.: B
- To order copies of the Recess is Over! national report contact NI’ at {413)584-9556.0r email info@natprior.erg,
The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www. natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

.e
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RECESS IS OVERI

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Connecticut and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Connecticut’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:
30% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair. .. -

58% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is projected ro grow by 57,000
childien (a 12.3% in<rease) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in ovércrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

Ie will cost $5.6 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Connecticut, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Connecticut Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

$
s %!} Interest

New Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Connecticut includes $19.6 million
in construction, and $14.7 million in interest payments.

¢ [n fact, the average cost for debt service in Connecticut in 1997
was $500.25 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt
-
B:. service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Connecticut

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured

community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Connecticut tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
and its communities by $490.4 million or 84%. construction costs alone.

~ It has also cut back its share of education funding from 5.91% ro 3.48%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Constriction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up 1o states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Connecticut
would be eligible for $196.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 8,271 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and foans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Connecticut taxp: -ers would be $5.74.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our rax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It'’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ‘1 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks

= 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

© .- " For information about your school district, go to our web site at wwiv.natprior.org. :
-~ To order copies of the Recess is Over! national teport contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or erinail info@natpriororg.” -

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
feceral budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Delaware and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

Delaware’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

40% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

70% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. Ifwe continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is préjected to grow by 15,000
children (a 15.4% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $1.2 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Delaware, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern rechnology and fund professional
dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Delaware Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

# The cost of a new high school in Delaware includes $28.9 million in

g\“:‘

Construction

construction, and $21.7 million in interest payments.

# [n fact, the average cost for debt service in Delaware in 1997 was

L $242.20 per pupil. Many schools and communities havé poor

E-JII-JJ Interest

New Schools

credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service,

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government hgs CBtBack igéid to Q‘fl,a,war? 7

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cur Narionwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Delaware and  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $94.2 million or 76%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 11.41% to 7.61%.

Federal Legisfation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Delaware
would be eligible for $46.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 1,971 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Delaware taxpayers would be $5.10.

Redefining National Security

Ics time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. just V2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for che

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

. . For in fbr_niatijdii about yout school district, go to o'_u'r- web site at wwiw.natprior.org.. .
-~ To order copics of the Recess is Over! nitionaf report contict NPP at (413)384-9556 or email info@natprior.org
The Narional Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

g 17 New South St. Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
z Northampton, MA 01060
2, (413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647
% ‘ e www.natprior.org 4 info@natprior.org X
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Washington, D.C. and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national wireat.

Washington, D.C.’s Public Schools ate
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

49% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

91% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Nationwide, school age population is expected to grow by
7,600,000 children (an 18.7% increase) berween 1989 and
2009, resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Edv cation Association:
Nationwide, it will cost $308 billion to modernize existing
public schools, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers. (Data is not available for

Washington, D.C.)

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Washington, D.C. Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

Interest

-,

N C
> --""‘ -
2
New Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Washington, D.C. includes $28.9
million in construction, and $21.7 million in interest payments.

@ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Washington, D.C. in 1997
was $94.73 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Washington, D.C. B

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contriburted
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Washington, ~ tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

D.C. and its communities by $130.4 million or 54%. construction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 16.19% to 10.53%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Washington,
D.C. would be eligible for $109.2 million in schoel construction bonds, which would generate 4,585 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs ro Washington, D.C. taxpayers would be $3.04.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define nationai security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

/2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

*- . For information about your school district, go to our web site at Www.niatprior.org. - . . ™

To order copics of the Recess is:Qver! nitienal report dontact NPP at1413)584-9556 or email info@né_uprior.,m'g;» R

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social "nd econcmic justice. For more reports or other
SO Ty information go to our website www.natprior. g or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.® Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Florida and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and commurities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Florida’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: "

31% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair,

57% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Sciidol age population is projected to grow by 606,000

“childrén (a 33.9% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,

resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $5.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
_in Florida, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip

~ schools with modern technology and fund professional
" dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Florida Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Florida includes $8.7 million in

? .
Construction

construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

4 In fact, the average cost for debt service in Florida in 1997 was

I%_Il!-: In§cst

$294.07 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

i Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer

]

2335
New Schools

resources it has to finance a school.
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In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Florida and tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $1.2 billion or 77%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 10.29% to 7.37%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Deparement of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Florida
would be eligible for $1.4 billion in school construction bonds, which would generate 56,861 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districes. The annual cost for both programs to Florida taxpayers would be $3.26.

Redefining National Security

[t's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just %5 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ‘%2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

. Fo;,fnfomi'at_io' Bout your school district, go to our wéb:site at w“"_\v.ijla'tpri'of,o'rg'l--' .
* To order-copies of the Reckss-is Overtnational report contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or email info@natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
informarion go to our website wwwnatprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Georgia and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Georgia’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting ¢ Of"ﬁi:cI _'.

% of our clementary, sccondary and lugh schoois
nccd total replacement or extensive repair.

37% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. |

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the-

need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, ie will -

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population »is-pifojected to grow by 414,000

~ children (a 36.8% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
" resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

Accordihg to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $8.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Georgia, build schools to meet rising enroliments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Georgia Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of 2 new high school in Georgia includes $8.7 million in

,g

Construction

construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

+ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Georgia in 1997 was

L%Fl In§cst
all,

A
’ fi’#x

New Schools

$203.95 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Georgia

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cur
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Georgia and
its communities by $715.8 million or 81%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 13.09% to 6.84%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up o states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Georgia
would be eligible for $612.8 million in school construction bonds, which would generare 25,738 construction jobs,
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Georgia taxpaycrs would be $4.11.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this natien rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile

Over 10 Years:

+ 3% =

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + 'z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks

= 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

¢ Forinformation about your'school.district, g0’ to our webysité at wwwibatpriororg. - -
r copics of the Recess is Over! national teport éontact NPP at (413)584-9556r email info@narprior.org. _
The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
‘,R|om'r,t°

R information go to our website wwws natprior.org or contact us at (41.3) 584-9556.
o )
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RECESS Is OVER!

It’s Time te Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Hawaii and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Iy &
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Hawaii’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

21% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair,

97% of our schools nced extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is net meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years jus. to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
had shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

- School age population is projected to grow by 58,000

children (a 33.7% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to 2 study by the National Education Association:

Ir will cost $955.4 million to modernize existing public

" schoos in Hawaii, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
* equip'schools with modern technology and fund profes-

sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Hawaii Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Hawaii includes $18.9 million in

Construction

constructiorn, and $14.2 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Hawaii in 1997 was

$460.08 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Fe )
,r‘ﬁ Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
Lzl resources it has to finance a school.

New Schools
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Hawaii
In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Hawaii and
its communities by $157.3 million or 77%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million 1o school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 15.8% 10 8.05%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposcd federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest or bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions abourt which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Hawaii
would be eligible for $49.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generare 2,094 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Hawaii taxpayers would he $4.80.

Redefining National Security

Its time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $15€ billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legistation. It's time o define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rcbuilt Schools

" For information sbotit your school disteict, go td our wébysite:at iﬁﬂ?a’tbriépmg’& S <
opics of the Recgss is Over! national report contact NPPeat-(f13)584:9556 ofemail jnfo@natpriororg. ~

E To order ¢

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go 1o our website www.natprior.org or contace us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact;

Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 @ fax (413)586-9647
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It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

{n Idaho and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and tcachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do net have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Idaho’s Public Schools are
Dangerously De eriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

32% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

56% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although cornmunities nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. 1f we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take S0 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shzpe in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is P‘rojcctcd to grow by 82,000
children "+ 38.19% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the Naticnal Education Association:

Iewill cost $967.8 million to modernize existing public
schools in Idaho, build schools to meet rising enroliments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Manv Idaho Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

¢ The cost of 2 new high school in Idaho includes $12.8 million in
construction, and $9.6 million in interest payments.

+ In fac, the average cost for debt service in Idaho in 1997 was

.

§ Inzesest

Addtressing Tdiho’s Crumbling Schools -

$213.63 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

{' Il 3l
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Idaho -

In the last 20 ycars, the federal government has cur Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to schocl construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Idaho and tion. States and localities paid over §17 billion for

its communities by $101.4 million or 73%. construction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 10.26% to 6.68%.

Federal Legisiation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up 10 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be lefi up ro states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Idaho
would be eligible for $56.8 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 2,387 construction jobs.
Another {ederal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Idaho taxpayers would be $3.55.

Redefining National Security
It’s time to redefine narional security and change where our rax dollars 0. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 buliion a year in tax breaks. Just 2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the
people of this narion rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagor. budget + Yz of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

For information about your schoo! district; g0 to our wely site at www.natprior.org, . - .
. i 5

P order'copics of the:Recess s Over! national report contace NPP {4131584-9556 gremail inf'b@ﬁmprior.or_.g'.

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
PRIORIT information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
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Northampton, MA 01060
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In [linois and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs thie learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own,
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Iillinois’ Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

: School age population is projected to grow by 418,000
children (2 23.2% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

31% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

62% of our schools nced extensive repair of at least

one maijor building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . . . .
: & ’ According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey Tt will cost $11.3 billion to modernize existing public

spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the schools in Illinois, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in sibnal development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Illinois Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

- ¢ The cost of a new high school in Illinois includes $23.4 million in
;‘:‘i;g«: construction, and $17.5 million in interest payments.
Construction
¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Hlinois in 1997 was
$390.11 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
%y:’ Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a schocl.

New Schools
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in ‘éﬁid,?f?_g,l,inOis

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to lllinois and tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $2 billion or 86%. . construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 7.12% to 6.29%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. lllinois
would be eligible for $1.1 billion in school construction bonds, which would generate 47,097 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Illinois taxpayers would be $5.09.

Redefining National Security

It’s ime to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just % of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

==
o5
Il

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + '% of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

71w Forinformatioh about your school district, go to our web site at wwwinatpriororg. L
* “To order copics of the Recess is Over! national feport contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or.email info@natprior.org. -

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

eOR I information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
2 (413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 ‘
% & www.natprior.org 4 info@natprior.org JY
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Indiana and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teacher: and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Indiana’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

29% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

56% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the

need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is picjected to grow by 68,000
children (a 7.1% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

Tt will cost $3.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Indiana, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Indiana Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

@ The cost of a new high school in Indiana includes $23 .4 million in

Construction

construction, and $17.5 million in interest payments.
pay

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Indiana in 1997 was

-

AR
New Schools

$506.19 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

o
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Missouriand across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Missoutri’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

27% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need toral replacement or extensive repair.

48% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernizé schools at this rate, it will

bad shape in 1996.

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Construction

:-E-:‘ ln§est

New Schools

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

PRSI

" Schiool age population is projected to grow by 94,000

children (11.7% increase) between 1989 and 2009,

~ resuldng in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $4.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Missouri, build schools to meet rising enro!!ments, equip
schaols with modern technology and fund professional
development for reachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools,

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

Many Missouri Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Missouri includes $15.3 million in
construction, and $11.5 million in interest payments.

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Missouri in 1997 was
$290.81 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service,

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

- DU BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Jowa and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and reachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Iowa’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: .
19% of our elementary, secondary and high schools - --
need total replacement or extensive repair.

50% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.”

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the -
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in

bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Nationwide, school age population is expected to grow by
7,600,000 children (an 18.7% increase) berween 1989 and
2009, resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:
It will éost $3.9 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Towa, build schools to meet rising enroliments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Iowa Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

# The cost of a new high school in Jowa includes $15.3 millicn in

5. —:'Ar
Ly
i

Construction

construction, and $11.5 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Iowa in 1997 was
P $185.75 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
*1"'5" Inrerest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community. the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.




The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to IQWB B

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal governm: . contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction .nd moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to lowa and tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $329 million or 79%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 6.24% to 5.09%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be lefe up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimares we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. lowa
would be eligible for $135.7 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 5,699 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need disuigts. The annual cost for both programs to lowa taxpayers would be $3.63.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our rax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥4 of 196 of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

=+
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72 0f 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

.~ . «For infgrmation about your school district, go. t6 our web site atiwywinatprior.o .
To otdet Eopics of tife Recess is Overt national report'contact NPP ar (413)584-9556 ot énhil info@natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

PRICRIT, information go to our website wwuw, natprior.org or conract us at (413) 584-9556.
17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 ¢ fax (413)58G-9647 6 o

www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org
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RECESS IS OVER!

it’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Kunsas and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Kansas’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

38% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

55% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. Ifwe continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is projected to grow by 33,000
children (a 7.6% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overctowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $2.3 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Kansas, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Kansas Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

# The cost of a new high school in Kansas includes $15.3 million in
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Construction

construction, and $11.5 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Kansas in 1997 was
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$282.30 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

b




The Federal Government has Cut Back iq Aifiwtorﬁlfggsagﬁ

In the last 20 years, the federal government hascut  ~ Nationwide, in 1998 rhe federal government contributed

community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Kansas and tion. Srates and localities paid over $17 billion for
its communities by $249.5 million or 78%. construction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 6.22% to 5.6%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Kansas
would be eligible for $156 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 6,552 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Kansas taxpayers would be $3.88.

Redefining National Security

Its time to redefine national securiry and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

7.~ For information about your'school district, go to our web site %it‘,;mv._n_:‘zt'priér.org. ’

- To order copics of the Recess is Over! national report contace NPP at (413)584-9556 or email info@natprior.org. " -
The National Prioritics Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

R information go to our website wwwinatprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
£ v 17 New South St. Suite 302 Your Local Contact;
z Northampton, MA 01060
2 (413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 0 d
% o www.natprior.org ¢ info@na prior.org "
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Kentucky and across the country, the condition of our schools endangess students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Kentucky’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:
School age population is projected to grow by 8.000

%, F ou r i ]
31% of our elementary, secondary and high schools children (a 1.3% increase) between 1989 and 2009,

need total replacement or extensive repair. R e
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

59% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

onc major building feature, such as a roof or foundation: ) . ) .
) & ’ According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they It will cost $3.1 billion to modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the. in Kentucky, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
need. 1f we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will’ schools with modern technology and fund professional

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.
Many Kentucky Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Kentucky includes $8.7 million in
construction, and $6.5 million i.. interest payments.

Construction
¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Kentucky in 1997 was

$205.89 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

C|j+y\:‘ Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on deb service.

e Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
2 1t0x resources it has to finance a school.

New Schools ,
L 6o




The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Kentucky 7
In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Kentucky and

tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
its communities by $526.7 million or 81%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 16.03% to0 9.26%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bands for schools in hard pressed communities.
saving up t0 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Kentucky
would be eligible for $344.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 14,486 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 bution a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Kentucky taxpayers would be $3.51.

Redefining National Security

Is time ro redefine national security and change where our rax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

Y2 of 1% Pentagon budget + : of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

_ For information abaut your school district, go to our-web site atwww.natpriororg. ..
- T6 order copics of the Recess is Overlnatiopal reportecontact NPP at (413)584-9556 or émail info@natpriororg, -~

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
‘}Q

information go to our website www.narprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

% 17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
-

5

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647

www.natprior.org 4 info@natprior.org
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It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Louisiana and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not huve the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Louisiana’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: L
' Nationwide, school age population is expected to grow by
7,600,000 children (an 18.7% increase) between 1989 and
2009, resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

39% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

50% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation, . . . .
] 8 ’ According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they It will cost $3.9 billion to modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the in Louisiara, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will schools with modern technology and fund professional

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers 1o spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than cteaching.

Many Louisiana Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

+ The cost of a new high school in Louisiana includes $12.3 million in
construction, and $9.2 million in interest payments.

Construction
¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Louisiana in 1997 was

$247.78 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

ﬂlg Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.
-,
o
Fem Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer

L bx resources it has to finance a school.
New Schools L 6 ';}




_ The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Louisiana -~

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Louisiana tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $551.6 million or 77%.  construction costs alone.

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 12.52% to 11.69%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communiies,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Depariment of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Louisiana
would be eligible for $595.4 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 25,005 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
nigh poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Louisiana taxpayers would be $3.01.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation, It’s time 1o define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:
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V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Cotporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

o N ?6;3-nfqﬁi1-tidh about your school c_i.i;s'tric.t.'go to our web site-at www.natprior,rg, - ,
To-order capics of the Recess is Quer! national feport contact NPP at {413)584-9556 or enmail info@natptior.org.

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.4 Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060 .
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 by

www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Mainc and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Maine’s Public Schools ate
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

38% of our clementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

60% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they .
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. 1f we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up ail che schools that were deemed in~
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Nationwide, school age population is expected 1o grow by

7,600,000 children (an 18.7% increase) berween 1989 and
2009; resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

Accor&ing to a study by the National Education Association:

- It will cost $684.8 million to modernize existing public

schools in Maine, build schools to meet rising enrollments,

“equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-

sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in derteriorared schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Maine Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Maine includes $19.6 million in

[
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Construction

construction, and $14.7 million in interest payments.

+ In faci, the average cost for debt service in Maine in 1997 was

é}'}: lnﬁes(
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$373.72 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property raxes help finance these schools. The poorer a communiry, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back inAidto Maine™ ™~~~

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
communirty development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to schoo! construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Maine and tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $161.2 million or 73%. cconstruction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 9.02% to 5.41%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states

and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Maine
would be eligible for $77.6 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 3,258 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Maine taxpayers would be $3.37.

Redefining National Security

It’'s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in rax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ¥ of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

"o information about your school distiict, go-to our web site at www.natprioriorg. % -

To order copies of the Récess is Over! national repore cdntact NPP at (413)584-9556 or cimail info@natprior.or“g‘

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promore social and economic justice. For more reports or other
eRIORIT information go to our website wiw. natprior.org or contact us at (443) 584-9556.
L A

17 New South St.4 Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-96+47
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Maryland and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Maryland’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

31% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

67% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communiries nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize school 1 this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Schoal age 'béi)uléfib;i is projected to grow by 150,000
children (21.5% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
rcsulting in dvgrgr(_)_wding ‘iriAmany schools.

According to astudy B‘y-thc National Education Association:

It wili cost $4.8 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Maryland, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concenu e, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Maryland Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

e ¢ The cost of a new high school in Maryland includes $28.9 million in

[
Logene
Construction

=
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;’ﬁ!} Interest

construction, and $21.7 million in interest payments,

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Maryland in 1997 was
$173.32 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the {-wer
resoutces it has to finance a school.
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""" The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Maryland

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Maryland and  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

_irs communities by $655.6 million or 78%. construction costs alone.

It has also cur back its share of education funding from 8.23% t0 5.17%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Narionwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Maryland
would be eligible for $351.8 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 14,775 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need wistricts. The annual cost for both programs to Maryland taxpayers would be $6.40.

Redefining National Security

It time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

. »." .. For informition aboutyour school district, 4o to onf wely site at ww.natpriororg. - . e ..
* Ta order copies of the Recess-is Ovér! national report contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or ermail info@natprior.org.

i1

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and econc nic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 "

o wwyw.natprior.org ¢ info@ratprior.org 7
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Massachusctts and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Massachusetts’ Public Schools are " School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: ) '

School age population is projected to grow by 112,000
children (a 13.6% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

41% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

75% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . . . -
) 8 ’ According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they Ie will cost 89.9 billion wo modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the in Massachusetts, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in sional development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Massachusetts Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of 2 new high school in Massachusetts includes $19.6 million
in construction, and $14.7 million in interest payments.

Construction
+ In facr, the average cost for debt service in Massachusetts in 1997 was

$ $295.39 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
{—IE} Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debrt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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= The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Massachusetts

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Massachusetts  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $971.6 million or 78%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 5.91% to 4.81%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions abour which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Massachusetrs
would be eligible for $405.8 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 17,042 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs 1o Massachusetts taxpayers would be $5.08.

Redefining National Security

It's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. just ¥4 of 19% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define narional security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

'Eo)%'i‘nfqrﬁi:.lt'ioqi'_a'boij‘;t".ydixi;s‘c_}_i&)l_ djst:ég& £ to ourweb $itca jo
copics of the:Recess is Over! national repdrt cdntact NPP at (418)584-9556 or email info@natp

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

LTI information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St. Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060 -
(413)584-9556 @ fox (413)586-9647 {d

'* www.natprior.org © .nfo@natprior.org
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Michigan and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Michigan’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: o T
School age population is projected to grow by 40,000
children (2.5% incrcésc)‘béf\veen 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

22% of our elementary, secondary and high schools -
need total replacement or extensive repair.

529% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
e

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . ' g . . -
) 5 > According to a study by the Nationa! Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they I will cost $9.9 billion to modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the in Michigan, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it wilf schools with modern technology and fund professional

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in devclopment for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Michigan Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Michigan includes $23.4 million in
construction, and $17.5 million in interest payments.

Construction

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Michigan in 1997 was
$ $409.96 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
E{_EE Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer

a3 resources it has to finance a sctnool. by o
New Schools - )




The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Michigan

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Michigan and  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

its communities by $1.9 billion or 85%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of educacion funding from 7.06% ro 6.58%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bends for schoals in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up o states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Michigan
would be eligible for $1 billion in school construction bonds, which would generate 42,128 construction jobs.

Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Michigan taxpayers would be $4.67.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥4 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time ro define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + 'z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

.S For infofmation about your school district, go to.oir wéb siteatwww.ndtprioforg, 0
. "To-order copics of the. Recess is Over! national seport coritact NPP. at (41315849556 oremail info@natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budger and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Minnesota and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Minnesota’s Public Schools ate School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated _ Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Governmerit Accounting ( Ofﬁce,

389% of our clementary, sccondary and hlgh schools
need total replacement or cxtensn«c fepair. ‘

57% of our schools need extcnsxvc repair of at Jeast
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundauon

Although communities nationwide have doubled whatthey - 1 Iewill cost $5.4 billion to modernize existing public schools
spentin 1990 on school construction, itis not meeting the . |+ in Minnesota, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
nced. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will . equip schools with modérn technology and fund profes-
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in sional development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than reaching.

Many Minnesota Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

E@E In§cst

New Schools

thool age 'population 15 projected to grow by 89,000
/| " children (12.1% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
| - resulting in overcrowding in many schaols.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

The Impact on Students and Teachers

¢ The cost of a new high school in Minnesora includes $23.4 million in
construction, and $17.5 million in interest payments,

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Minnesota in 1997 was
$498.28 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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~ The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Minnesota

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Minnesota tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and irs communities by $564.3 million or 84%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 5.72% to 4.32%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communitics.
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states

and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Minnesota
would be eligible for $265.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 11,143 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Minnesota taxpayers would be $5.73.

Redefining National Security

It's time to redefiae national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + 'z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

= e S 'For,info}:ii{aiidn: about your school distriét, go to our '\i'eb's"i,ic"é'\tivww.naipribrio;g."‘ s
: o ies of the Recess'ds Over! nitional report cantact NPP at (413)584-9556 ox ¢mail info@natprioi.org,
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The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Consacr:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 ¢ fax (413)586-9647
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Mississippi and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threa.

Mississippi’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: R e

School age population is projected to grow by 7,000
children (1.3% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

28% of our elementary, sccondary and high schools -
need total replacement or extensive repair.

50% of our schools need extensive repair of ar Jeast

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion. . ' . . _
J & ’ According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they It will cost $1.6 billion to modernize existing public schools
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the in Mississippi, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in sional development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers A
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrare, and force teachers to spend much of their rime
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many Mississippi Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

# The cost of a new high school in Mississippi includes $8.7 million in
construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

Construction
¢ In fact, the average cost for debr service in Mississippi in 1997 was

$207.31 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
'TI_I- Intcrest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

New Schools
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~ The Federal Government Lias Cut Back ir: Aid to Mississippi

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Mississippi tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $388.6 million or 82%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 24.26% to 13.95%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states

and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Mississippi
would be eligible for $321.8 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 13,516 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Mississippi taxpayers would be $2.22.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We sp.nd $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just 14 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Ovwver 10 Years:

Y2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

e
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L * For. informatioit about your school district, go fo our Feb site at www.narprior.org, -~ o
- "To ordet copies of the Recess is Oyeitnational report cqm'ac_t/f\IPP._a 413)584-9556 of email info@natpfiororg. .

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budger and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website wwrw.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Missouri and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Missouri’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated : Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Governmént Accounting Office: .

" School age population is projected to grow by 94,000
children (11.7% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

27% of our elementary, secondafy and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

48% of our schools need ext insive repair of ar least
P

one major building feature, 'such s a toof or foundation. According to a study by the National Education Association:

Alrhough communities nationwide have doubled what they It will cost $4.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the in Missouri, build schools to meet rising cnrollments, cquip
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will schools witi modern technology and fund professional

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in dhvclopmcnt for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Missouri Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Missouri includes $15.3 million in
constr.iction, and $11.5 million in interest payments.

Construction
¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Missouri in 1997 was

$290.81 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
%‘F‘ Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

N Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a cummumry, the fewer
Abx resources it has to finance a school.

New Schools 8 i




In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
communicy development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Missouri
and its communities by $666.7 million or 82%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

tion. States and localities paid over $17 biilion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 9.59% to 5.92%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Missouri
would be eligible for $388.1 million in school construction bonds, which would generatc 16,300 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year zationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in

h gh poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Missouri taxpayers would be $4.26.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and cki *nge where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporatians $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥4 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

72 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

-+ For information aboit your school district, go to ot

. To.ord

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promorte social and economic justice. For more reports or other

eRIORIT information go to our website www. natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
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RECESS IS OVER!
It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools
In Montzna and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.

Oour states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal govermment must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Montana’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

20% of our elementary, secondary and high schools -
need total replacement or extensive repair.

45% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schi s at this rate, ir will
rake 50 years just to fix up all the schoou. that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

A Publication of the National Priorities Project

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age pqpii'l‘étit.')"ﬁ_‘{si;rsjected to grow by 18,000

children (11.4% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in'many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $1.1 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Montana, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern rechnology and fund professional
dévelopment for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Montana Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction
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New Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Montana includes $11.8 million in
construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Montana in 1997 was
$172.01 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance 2 school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Montana

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cuc
community development. environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Montana
and its communities by $92.4 million or 68%,

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 9.81% to 9.39%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communiries,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Montana
would be cligible for $63.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 2,683 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Montana taxpayers would be $2.56.

Redefining National Security

IUs time to redefine national security and change where our rax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just Y2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms ui how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

72 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y: of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Nebraska and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Nebraska’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriotated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:
35% of our elementary, secondary-and high-schools
need total replacement or extensive fepair. -

44% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is hot meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School aét;bgpiﬂ;ition is projected to grow by 17,000
children (6:3% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,

resilting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:
It will cosi $1.9 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Nebraska, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
‘development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show thar students in deteriorared schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools male it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to mainzain order, rather than teaching.

Many Nebraska Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Nebraska includes $15.3 million in
s construction, and $11.5 million in interest payments.

Construction
_ # In fact, the average cost for debt service in Nebraska in 1997 was
+ $ $250.48 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
Interest

credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer

(o)
Rkl s« resources it has to finance a school.
New Schools PR
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77 77 The Federal Governmeént has Cut Back in Aid't¢ Nebraska 777

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cuc Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Nebraska tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $164.5 million or 77%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 8.69% to 5.97%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up o states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Nebraska
would be cligible for $83.2 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 3,493 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs o Nebraska taxpayers would be $3.66.

Redefining National Security

Its time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just % of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define narional security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Bver’ 10 Years:

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

i ’p_.afoﬁ_r your school district, go to oupvel: e at wew.natpriororg. o T
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Northampton, MA 01060
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In New Hampshire and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own
The federal government must do irs fair share to address this national threat

New Hampshire’s Public Schools are

School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated

Up with Population Growth

e

According to the Federal Government Accounting ¢ Ofﬁce. B

38% of our elementary, secondary and hxgh schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

v'School age popula ion rp]ectcd to grow by 27,000
" children {4 15.9% incréase) between 1989 and 2009,

_ N resultmg in ovcrcrowdmg in many schools.

59% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . . . . -
) 8 ’ According toa study by'the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they . Tewill cost $620 3 million to modernize existing public

spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the

1 schools in New Hampshm, build schools to meet rising
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will . | enrollments, equip schools with modern technology and
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in  fund professional development for teachers.
bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many New Hampshire Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in New Hampshire includes $19.6
million in constriction, and $14.7 million in interest payments.

Construction

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in New Hampshire in 1997

was $332.55 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
%‘j Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service

Q Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
T ke rcsources it has to finance a school
New Schools
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~ The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to New Hampshire

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to New Hampshire  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $150.4 million or 77%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 5.28% ro 3.46%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up o states

and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estitnates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. New Hampshire
would be eligible for $45.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generace 1,901 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, hugh need districts. The annual cost for both programs to New Hampshire taxpayers would be $5.25.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥4 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national securiry in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

Y2 of 1% Pentagon budget + : of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

: “:l.:.'—.- ' '*7"”_“»“'- R * "For informatian Eboutyourschoolgistrﬁgno ouir web sife-at Wi, hatprior.org. - :
-~ To order copics of the Recess is Over! national report contact NPP at (413)584+9556 or email info@natprior.org.

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South 5t.4 Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 ¢ [ax (413)586-9647 8 .

%)

www.natprior.org ® info@natpriororg

ORI
ef! Ia,
o~ o

\d

A, £
3, tlea'y rord

Copyright 2000, National Priorities Project, Inc. (NPP),




Grassroots Factbook
Volume 3 + Series 2 o April 2000

In New Jessey and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communiries do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

New Jersey’s Public 5chools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

19% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

539 . of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundztion.

Although communities nationwide Liave doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. 1f we conrinue to modernize schools at this rate, it wil
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in

bad shape in 1996.

A Publication of the National Priorities Project

'RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

New Jersey

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School ;igc:pbb;ul'ation is projected to grow by 177,000
children (a 16.4% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Educarion Association:

It will cost $22 billion to modernize existing public schools
in New Jersey; build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students arid Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers o spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many New Jersey Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

@ The cost of a new high school in New Jersey includes $17.9 million in

Constructicn

N

New Schools

construction, and $13.4 million in interest payments.

4 In facr, the average cost for debt service in New Jersey in 1997 was
$29¢ 90 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school. 8




The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to New Jersey

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to New Jersey
and its communities by $1.3 billion or 84%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cur back irs share of education funding from 6.06% to 3.51%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions abour which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. New Jersey
would be eligible for $528.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 22,188 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverry, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to New Jersey taxpayers would be $6.52.

Redefining National Security

I’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

v, . For infStmiation about your schaol district; gorto ouraveb site at wiw.natprionorg, . . L
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ﬁdér copics of the Reress is Orer! national repart contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or email info@natprier.org.

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and cconomic justice. For more reports or other

eRIORITY, information go to our website wunw.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060 ‘
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In New Mexico and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

New Mexico’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Ofﬁce

30% of our elementary, sccondary and-high schools- -
necd rotal replacement or extensive repair.

69% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they

spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the" .
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will -

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

,f‘fSchool age populatxon is projected to grow by 94,000

childrén {(31.8% increasc) berween 1989 and 2009,

1 resu]tmg in overcrowdmg in many schools.

Accordmg «o0 a study by the National Education Association:

It will ost $1.8 billion to modernize existing public schools

"+ in New Mexico, build schools to meet rising enroliments,

‘¢quip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many New Mexico Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

RN

Construction

¢ The cost of a new high school in New Mexico includes $12.3 million
in construction, and $9.2 million in interest payments.

@ In fact, the average cost for debt service in New Mexico in 1997 was

: In§cst
e,

New Schools

$277.22 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

> Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a communiry, the fewer
hx resources it has to finance a school.

i




77" “The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to New Mexico

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to New Mexico
and its communities by $144.3 million or 68%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of educarion funding from 14.57% to 12.67%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. New
Mexico would be eligible for $187.7 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 7,881 construction jobs.
Another fc leral proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to New Mexico raxpayers would be $2.65.

Redefining ™ational Security
It's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporarions $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the
people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

[Setesmupern ]

72 0f 1% Pentagon budget + ': of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuiit Schools
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#. Idorder copics of the Recess is Overliiational report contact NPIat413)584-9556 oremail info@natprioriorg,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budger and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our websitc wiwtonatprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Nevada and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

Nevada’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: o Ny

' L School age populatiozris projected to grow by 196,000
children (104.8% :ncrease) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in ovércrowding in many schools.

23% of our elementary, secondary and high scliools -
need total replacement or extensive repair. - .

42% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . L . . ..
) 8 ’ ' According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they It will cost $5.6 billion to modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meéeting the ir. Nevada, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
need. If we continue to modernize schools at ¢his rate; ir will schools with modern technology and fund professional

take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in°~ dévelopment for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Nevada Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Nevada includes $18.9 millior.in
construction, and $14.2 million in interest payments.

Construction ’
¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Nevada in 1997 was

$520.87 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
% Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

B ﬁ#h.
New Schools
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The Federal Governmeént has Cut Back in Aid to Nevada =~

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue shu.ing aid to Nevada
and its communities by $77 million or 63%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone,

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 7.09% to 4.16%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the intetest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up 1o 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,600 schools in 10 years. Nevada
would be eligible for $89 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 3,738 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs 11
high poverry. high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Nevada taxpayers would be $4.47.

Redefining National Security

Is time to redefine national secuiity and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $309 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in rax breaks. Just )2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms cf how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

-~ . For information about your school district, go'to our-web site at www.natpfiororg. .~ .. |
 To order copics of the Recess is Qrer! national report contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or email info@natpriororg,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

PRORIT information go tv our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In New York and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do irs fair share to address this national threat.

MNew Yorl’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Ofﬁce

33% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

67% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation-.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they .
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, jt will

bad shape in 1996.

Schoo! Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

,chool age yopulanon is pro]ectcd to grow by 294,000
chlldrcn (2'11.5% incréase) betwcen 1989 and 2009,
' resu]tmg in overcrowding iri many schools.

- "According to 4 study by the National Education Association:

.~ Iewill cost $50.7 billion to modernize existing public

B schools in New York, build schools to meet rising enroll-
-~ tnénits, equip schools with modern technology and fund
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in ™

professional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more diffici.lt for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many New York Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

4 The cost of a new high school in New York includes $17.9 million in

;;«:w:
Nw—-’

Construction

i construction, and $13.4 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in New York in 1997 was

E'EE' In§cst
.

New Schools

Local property taxes help finance these schools.
resources it has to finance a school.

$405.66 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

The poorer a community, the fewer
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~'The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to New York

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to New York and
its communities by $3.7 billion or 84%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 7.06% to 5.45%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislatio;. would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. /1 decisions ahout which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. New York
would be eligible for $2.8 billion in school construction bonds, which would generate 115,389 construction jobs. Another
federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in high
poverty, high need districts. The anaual cost for both programs to New York taxpayers would be $3.88.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

72 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- For information about your.school district, go tb our web sitc at
To order copics of the.Reress is Over! national reportcontact NPP at (413)584-

9356 or email 'inf‘o@"natpri:or.nrg.' '

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other

JPRIORIT information go to our website wwuw. natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
a7~ A
50 i ,l ii"" ) %\3 17 New South St.¢ Suite 302 Your JLocal Contact:
) Tﬁsﬁﬁ*ﬁ % Northampton, MA 01060
2, DRI, (413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647
of‘“’w...-, ot & www.natprior.org ¢ mfo@natpnor.org 9 .
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In North Carolina and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair shaie to address this national threat.

North Carolina’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

36% of our clementary, secondary and high schools
need rotal replacement or extensive repair.

55% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it wil
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in

bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth
School age poputation is Qfdjected to grow by 273,000

children (25.2% increasé} between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $7.5 billion to modernize existing public schools
in North Carolina, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.
ggling P4 28

Many North Carolina Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

o
L
£

Construction

# The cost of a new high school in North Carolina includes $8.7 million
in construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for devt service in North Carolina in 1997 was

: Interest
.A

5 % 1Y
New Schools

$301.37 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school. '

g BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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 The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to North Carolina

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, job  only $400 million to schoo! construction and moderniza-
training and revenue sharing aid to North Carolina tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $696.4 million or 79%. - construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 14.35% to0 7.23%.

Federal Legisiation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legistation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. North
Carolina would be eligible for $396.4 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 16,647 construction
jobs. Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent schoo! repairs
in high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs ro North Carolina taxpayers would be $3.72.

Redefining National Security

It's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

+ $8

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + %2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- For information abott your school distrigt, go to our web sitc at www.nitprior.org,
To order copies of the Recess is Over! national report colract NI'P at (413)584-9556 or email info@natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website wuww. natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:

Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647

& www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org
“
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In North Dakota and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

North Dakota’s Public Schools are - School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Detetiorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accountmg Ofﬁce - ot
T NatlonWJdc, school age population is expected to grow by

7,600,000 children {an 18.7% increase} berween 1989 and
2009; resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

23% of our clementary, sccondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

49% of our schools need extensive repair of at ieast

one major building feature, such as a roof or Foundation. L . . .
J 8 ’ According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doublcdwhatthey -1 - Tewill cost $545.2 million to modernize existing public
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is nor meeting the .= | | schools in North Dakota, build schools to meet rising
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rdte, it will - ,"-.?'femollments, equip schools with modern technology and
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in. ™ fund professional development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show thart students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force tcachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.
Many North Dakota Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

4 The cost of a new high school in North Dakota includes $11.8 million
in construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments.

Construction

# In fact, the average cost for debr service in North Dakota in 1997 was
$153.76 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
‘%: Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

; ﬁ]a Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
133

e § b resources it has to finance a school.
New Schools
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f he Federal Government has Cut Back in A1d to North Dakota

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, envirorimental, housing, job ~ only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
training and revenue sharing aid ro North Dakota tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $67.9 million or 66%. construction costs alone.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposcd federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions abour which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Narionwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. North
Dakota would be eligible for $46.9 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 1,971 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in

high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to North Dakarta raxpayers would be $2.68.

Redefining National Security

It's time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislarion. It’s time to define narional security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can scockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Cotporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

' For information dbout ynur school dmnct go . out web site at www. natprmr org
" To ordet copics of the Recess is Orer! n.monal report gontact NPP at (413)584-9556 or email infot n;\lpnor o018,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647
www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org | () J

Pertca's wot?
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Ohio and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

Ohio’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Offi éc; o

38% of our elementary, s"cond:uy and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

76% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

. Nationwide, thc school dge populauon is expected to grow

by 7,600,000 children (s 18.7% increase) between 1989
and 2009, resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $10.6 billion 10 modernize existing public
schools in Ohio, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Ohio Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

# The cost of a new high school in Ohic includes $23.4 million in
construction, and $17.5 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Ohio in 1997 was

E,L_FF' Inrc$est
.A.
5

New Schools

$546.95 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
104




The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Ohio ~

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cur Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

community development, environmental, housing,
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

job training and revenue sharing aid to Chio and
its communitics by $1.6 billion or 83%. - construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 8.03% to 6.1%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up ro states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Ohio
would be eligible for $947.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 39,785 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Ohio taxpayers would be $4.08.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just % of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislaticn. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

s of 1% Pentagon budget + 'z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

For information about your school district, go to our web site at wwav.natprior.org,
To order copies of the Recess is OrverInational report-contact NPP at (413)584-9556.0r email info@natpriocorg. -

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www. natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.¢ Suite 302 Your Local Contacu:

Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 ¢ fax (413)586-4647 | (..

www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Oklahoma and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Oklahoma’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:
50% of our elementary, secondary and ‘higl;l schools
need total replacement or extensive repair. ©
54% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation,

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Sc}.;dolfag;: i}'o[‘:i}:'x‘l:e‘xtioq is projected to grow by 8,000
children (1.4% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

 Tewill cost $2.9 billion to modernize existing public schools

in Oklahoma, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Oklahoma Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

B R

Construction

¢ The cost of a new high school in Oklahoma includes $12.3 million in
construction, and $9.2 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Oklahoma in 1997 was

4 D
Interest
VA.

i 23

New Schools

$195.19 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limic they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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7 777 ""The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Oklahoma

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Oklahoma tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion (or

and its communities by $327 million or 74%. censtruction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 11.84% ro 8.20%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communitics,
saving up to 509% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states

and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schoots in 10 years. Oklahoma
would be cligible for $273.8 million in school canstruction bonds, which would generate 11,498 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverry, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Oklahoma taxpayers would be $3.01.

Redefining National Security

It’s rime to redefine national security and change where our tax doliars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporaticns $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V4 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than jus: by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

'z of 1% Pentagon budget + 'z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- For information ibout your school district, go to our webs site at www.natpriororg.
To order copies of the Reeess is Oger! national report contget NPP at(413)584-9556 or email info@natpriororg,

The National Priorities Projece (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647

www.natprior.org # info@natprior.org 1 U !

Copyright 2000, National Priorities Project, Inc., (NPP).
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Oregon and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Oregon’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

399 of our elementary, secondary and high schools
nced total replacement or extensive repair.

63% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although comrmunities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. 1f we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deetned in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Scheol age population is projected to grow by 95,000
children (20% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $3 billion to medernize existing public schools in
Oregon, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrewded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Oregon Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

d{-j In§cst

- rﬁiu
New Schools

¢ The cost of 2 new high school in Oregon includes $12.8 million in
construction, and $9.6 million in interest payments.

¢ In fac, the average cost for debt service in Oregon in 1997 was
$390.79 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer 2 community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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~ " The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Oregon

In the last 20 years, the {ederal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmentral, housing, only $400 million ro school construction and moderniz.:-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Oregon tion. Srates and localities paid over $17 billion for

. and its communities by $360 million or 76%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 8.8% to 6.22%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposcd federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds {or schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would ke left up ro states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Oregon
would be eligible for $191.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generace 8,033 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Oregon taxpayers would be $4.22.

Redefining National Security

I¢’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national sccurity in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- ‘For information about your schookdistrict, go to our web site’at www.natpriororg. -~
. To ordef copies of the Recess is Over! national report contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or email infoé natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.¢ Suite 302 Your Local Coptact:
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647
www.natprior.org ¢ info@npatprior.org 1 ()
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Pennsylvania and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and reachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Pennsylvania’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

219% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need toral replacement or extensive repair.

42% of our schools need extensive repair of ar least

one majot building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, itis not meeting the
need. I we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996. :

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age population is projected to grow by 98,000
children (5.9% increase) berween 1989 and 2009,
resuliing in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $10.4 billion ro modernize existing public
schools in Pennsylvania, build schools to meet rising enroll-
ments, equip schools with modern technology and fund
professional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools,

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of -heir time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Pennsylvania Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

¢ The cost of a new high school in Pennsylvania includes $28.9 million
in construction, and $21.7 million in interest payments.

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Pennsylvania in 1997 was

: ln§cst

Nc;v_ggfrools

$880.33 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer 2 community, the fewer
Rx resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Pennsylvania =~

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government conrribure|
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

In she last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,

job training and revenue sharing aid to Pennsylvania
and its communitics by $1.9 billion or 84%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 8.89% to 5.46%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization iegislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communitics,
saving up 10 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions abour which schools are to be built would be left up 1o states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education csimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Pennsylvania
would be cligible for $1 billion in school construction bonds, which would generzte 42,559 construction jobs.
Another tederal proposal would proviae $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Pennsylvania taxpayers would be $4.24.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. “We spend $300 billion a vear on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just 1% of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + '% of 1% Corpotate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

= - Totinfermation fhout your stheol district, fo to our web siteat wwaw.naiprior.org,
To agder copies 'l)FNEO Recess is Orver! national report contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or entail infot’ natprivgorg,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups teols and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Rhode Island and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Rhode Island’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated _ Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: RN A
School age population is projected to grow by 9,000
children (6.7% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
reslting in overcrowding in many schools.

299% of our elementary, secondary and high schools

need total replacement or extensive repair.

6190 of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion. According to a study by the National Education Association:

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they It will cost $1.6 billion to modernize existing public schools
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the in Rhode Island, build schools to meet rising enroliments,
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, itwill | equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
take 30 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in sional development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that srudents in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many Rhode Island Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Rhode Island includes $19.6 miliion
in construction, and $14.7 million in interest payments.

Constructien \
¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Rhode Island in 1997 was

$251.58 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

#!? Intetest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.
.A.
/%@ Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
br resources it has to finance a school.

New Schools
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RECESS IS OVER!
It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Wyoming and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.

Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.
Wyoming’s Public Schools are

School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated

Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

- TR School agé :"‘bl"'u.latibn is projected to grow by 3,000
24% of our el , secondary and high school o ge Foptiation is proj Brow by 2,
et e ey | S et om0
F par resulting in overcrowding in many schools.
49% of our schools need extensive repair of at least S -

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation,

According to a study by the National Education Association:
Although communities nationwide have doubled what they

It will cost $634.4 million to modernize existing public
spentin 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the schools in Wyoming, build schools ta meet rising enroll-
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will

ments, equip schools with modern technology and fund
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in professional development for teachers.
bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students ro concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Wyoming Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Wyoming includes $11.8 million in
construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments.

Construction

$ # In fact, the average cost for debr service in Wyoming in 1997 was

$440.49 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
E-,'L_JL:' Interest : credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

s "

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer

’ resources it has to finance a school.
New Schools
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In South Carolina and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

South Carolina’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

Ancordmg to the Federal Government Accounung Oﬂice -

% of our elementary, secondary arid hxgh schbols
nced total replacement or extensive repair. ’

52% of our schools need extensive repair of at h:ast

one major building feature, such as 4 roof or foundation.

Although communitics nationwide havc doubled whatthey
spentin 1990 on school constiuction, it isnot meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School age populauon is projected to grow by 5,000
children (0.7% increise) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in ovetcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:
It will cost $3.3 billion o modernize existing public schools
in South Carolina, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many South Caroclina Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

¢ The cost of a new high school in South Carolina includes $8.7 million
in construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

¢ In fact, the average cost for debt service in South Carolina in 1997 was

E In§cst

New” Schools

$414.35 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to South Carolina

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid ro South Carolina
and its communities by $423.3 million or 82%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

rion. Srates and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education fund-ing from 11.24% o 8.43%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be buiit would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. South
Carolina would be eligible for $261.1 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 10,967 construction
jobs. Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs
in high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to South Carolina taxpayers would be $3.28.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's rime to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

+
I

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + 2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- For infarmatian, about your school district, go to our web Site at www.natpriororg, 7

* copics of the Kecess 75 Qier! national report congact NPP.at (413)584-9556 or email info@naiprior.org,. R

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budger and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or ather
information go to our website wunw.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

3
£ 17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
z Nerthampton, MA 01060
3 (413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647
% & www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org
Crica’s stot)
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South Dakota

RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In South Dakota and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Oour states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

South Dakota’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

21% of our elementary, secondary and high schools .
need total replacement or extensive repair.

45% of our schools need extensive repair of at leas:

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communities nationwide have doubled whar they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at chis rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

Ychool Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Sc:hool,agc populanon is projected to grow by 17,000
children (13.2% increase) between 1989 and 2009,

" resulting i overcrowding i in many schools.

Accbr&iﬁg to a study by iht':-Nétional Education Association:

It will coét $650.2 million to ni’odemize existing public

- schools in South Dakota, build schools to meet rising

entollmerits, equip schools with modern technology and
fund professional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply ro maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many South Dakota Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in South Dakota includes $11.8 million

Construction

in construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in South Dakot.. in 1997 was

Eiﬂ-] In§cst

H ':;Al-);
New Schools

$167.68 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

113




‘The Federal vagrr;mept h’ars»,(;ut Back in Aid to South Dakota

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 millien to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to South Dakota  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $88.9 million or 72%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 13.02% to 9.74%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. South
Dakota would be eligible for $48.1 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 2,020 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to South Dakota taxpayers would be $2.74.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥4 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Scheols

Ly o - TFor informatjon about your school district, go to our web sitc at wwivnatpriororg. © . | e
R To order copics of the Recess is Over! national report contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or. email info@nafpriorotg,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South Sc.4 Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 1 4

& www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org

Copyright 2000, National Priorities Project, Inc. (NPP),
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Tennessee and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the lcarning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threar.

Tennessee’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: -

27% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need toral replacement or extensive repair.

56% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they -
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools art this rate, ir will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

-School age population is projected to grow by 166,000

children (20.3% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:
It will cost $3.2 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Tennessee, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrare, and force teachers to spend much of their time

strugeling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.
ggilng simpl g

Many Tennessee Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Scheols

Construction

4 The cost of a new high school in Tennessce includes $8.7 million in
construction, and $6.5 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Tennessee in 1997 was

e

E} Interest
-

New Schools

$259.67 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

. Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
A} resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Tgnncs_see, ,

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Tennessee don. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $637 million or 83%. constriiction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 15.64% to 8.53%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bands for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools arc to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Tennessee
would be eligible for $396.5 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 16,651 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Tennessee taxpayers would be $2.98.

Redefining National Security

It’s time 1o redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just % of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. Ir's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation racher than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + %2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

.- For information "about;)-"ouf _s,chuo.ldistric't_.,. £0 to our web site at f\'vw'vw."ri:'npxjior.dr'g. o
. To.order copies of the Recess is Over! national report contact NPP ar (4 13)584-9556 or.emaif info@natprior.org,
The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

e
fo 17 New South St.® Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
i Northampton, MA 01060
% (413)584-9556 @ fax (413)586-9647 i16

*, «  www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org

Copyright 2000, National Priorities Project, Inc. (NPP).
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It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Texas and across the country, the condition of our schools endar.gers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communiries do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Texas’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

27% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair. -

46% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Alchough communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, ir will
rake 50 years just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Schéoll'z_ag'é population is projected to grow by 1,023,000
chjldré;‘x (30.7% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
' resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:
Tewill cost $13.7 billion to modernize existing public
schools in Texas, build schools to meet rising enrollments,
equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-
sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

Many Texas Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

credit

New Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Texas includes $12.3 million in
construction, and $9.2 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Texas in 1997 was
$385.92 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.

i1y




The Federal Governmept has Qm; Back in Ald to Texas

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Texas tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $1.2 billion or 67%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 11.09% to 7.68%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal schonl modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communiies,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to he built would be left up ro states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Texas
would be eligible for $2.1 billion in school construction bonds, which would generate 87,106 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverry, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Texas taxpayers would be $3.64.

Redefining National Security
I’s time o redefine narional security and change where our rax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the
people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Gver 10 Years:

/2 of 1% Pentagon budget + 'z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

A . -+ For information abont your school district, go to our-web sitc at wwwinatprior.org, . .-
«7 . To opder capies of the Redess is Qver! national feport contact NP at (413)584-9556 of crpail info@natpriororg. -

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budger and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice, For more reports or other

PRIy information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9G47 118
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Utah and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Utah’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Offiéé_i

34% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need rotal replacement or extensive repair. ‘

62% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the-
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take 50 vears just o fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996,

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School :age population is projected to grow by 95,000
children (21.9% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

- According to a study by the National Education Association:

Tt will cost $9 billion to modernize existing public schools in
- Utah, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip

schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,
ggling Py

Many Utah Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

S

b

o

Construction

¢ The cost of a new high school in Utah includes $11.8 million in
5. construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments.

+ In fact, the average cost for debt service in Utah in 1997 was

New Schools

$266.14 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

. Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
A resources it has to finance a school.

i19




- The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Utah. S

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. Srates and localities paid over $17 billion for

In the Jast 20 years, the federal government has cur
community development, environmental, housing,

job training and revenue sharing aid to Utah
and its communities by $128.7 million or 70%.  construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 8.06% to 6.28%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school madernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up 1o 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be builr would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. U.ah
would be eligible for $85.1 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 3,574 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 biilion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs ro Utah taxpayers would be $5.37.

Redefining National Security

It’s rime to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only supcrpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just % of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It's time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + Y2 of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 J" ebuilt Schools

i e infarmation about your school district, go o our web site at Www.natprior.org.
- To order vopics of the Recess is Over!pational report contder NPP at (413)584-9556 or email infot®natprior.org,

The National Prierities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape

federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:

Northampton, MA 01060 '
(413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647 .
Yoy ot @ www.natprior.org 4 info@natprior.org 1 o U
Copyright 2000, National Priorities Project, Inc. (NPP).
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Vermont and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national chreat.

Vermont’s Public Schools are School Construction Can’t Keep
Dangerously Deteriorated Up with Population Growth

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office: : N x
Schaol age populatios s projecied to grow by 5,000

. . children (5.9% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
need toral replacement or extensive repair. ARSI e
B _ ' resulting in overcrowding in many schools.
53% of our schools need extensive repair of at least Cen T
one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation. . i . . -
: B ' According to 4 study by the National Education Association:

21% of our elementary, secondary and high schools-

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they Tewill cost $33.3.4 miiiion to modernizc existing public

spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the schools in Vermont, build schools to meet rising enroll-

need I we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will ments, equip schools with madern technology and fund
take 50 years just to fixx up all the schools that were deemed in professional development for teachers.

bad shape in 1996,

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time
struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Vermont Commuunities Can’t Afiord to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Vermont includes $19.6 million in

[‘ '.“;. N o1t . .
‘(l X construction, and $14.7 million in interest payments.

Construction

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Vermont in 1997 was
$289.69 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor

§
E[E” Interest credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debr service.
yoon Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
b resources it has to finance a school.
New Schools
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121




‘The Federal Government has Cut Back irn’A_idv to Yg{'gllont ,

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contriliied
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construcrion and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Vermont tion. States and localitics paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $74.8 million or 71%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 7.44% to 4.64%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legistation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up o 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up 1o staes
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimartes we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Vermont
would be eligible for $44 million in school construction bonds, which would gencrate 1,848 construction jobs.

Another federal propesal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Vermont raxpayers would be $4.01.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our rax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a vear on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.,

Over 10 Years:

6,000 Rebuilt Schools

'z of 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks

. For information about your school distict, go 10 aur welvsite at www.natprior,org, - .
“To order ¢apics of the Recess s Over! nationdl tepost.contact NPP at (413)584-9556 or emai] infot natprior.org,

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budgez and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or otlic

PRI, information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.
17 New South St.4 Suite 302 Your Local Contact;
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647 10,

www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org ~
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Detericrating Schools

In Virginia and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Virginia’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

27% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

(0% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this rate, it will
take S0 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1596.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

 School age population is pl;;)jcctcd to grow by 165,000

children (16.8% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

It will cost $6.9 billion to modernize existing public schools
in Virginia, build schools to meet rising enrollments, equip
schools with modern technology and fund professional
development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Virginia Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

LS

Construction

# The cost of a new high school in Virginia includes $28.9 million in
construction, and $21.7 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Virginia in 1997 was

E In§cst

! :,

New Schools

$379.32 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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- The Fe;gleral Government has Cut Back in Aid to Virginia

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Virginia
and its communities by $634.8 million or 77%.

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-

tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for
construction costs alone.

It has also cut bacl its share of education funding from 10.26% t0 4.97%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Virginia
would be cligible for $320.5 million in school construction bonds, which vould generate 13,462 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Virginia raxpayers would be $5.29.

Redefining National Security

It’'s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just V2 of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

V2 of 1% Pentagon budget + %; of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

BSE

_ .7+ Forinformation about yoir schiaol district, go to our wels site avvewswnatpriororg. - T E
- .. To order copics of the Recess is: Oreit national report contace NPP at (113)584:9556 or email infotnatpriorarg: ™ -
The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go o our website wwwunatprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

<&
g 17 New South St. Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
z Northampton, MA 01060
3, (413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647
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Washington

RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Washington and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impaiss the learning process.
Our stares and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Washington’s Public Schools ate
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accdhhﬁﬁé fﬁc“c T
-1 School age population is projected to grow by 235,000

44% of our elementary, secondauy and hlgh schoo 50
need total replacement or extensive repain.

(0% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundation.

Although communities nationwide have doubled whéﬁthey
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not mceting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at this tate, it wdl
take 50 years just ro fix up all the schools that were'deerned in”
bad shape in 1996.

The Impact on Students and Teachers
Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching,

resulting in overciowding in many schools.

- Acéardiﬁg to astudy bythe National Education Association:

.- Iewill cost $6.5 billich to modernize existing public schools
_* in Washington, build schools to mect rising enrollments,

- equip schools with modern technelogy and fund profes-

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

children (28.9% increase) between 1989 and 2009,

sional development for teachers.

Many Washington Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

+ The cost of a new high school in Washington includes $12.8 million in
construction, and $9.6 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Washington in 1997 was
$478.32 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
"J{[E Interest credit ratings or havc reached the limit they can spend on debr service.

New Schools

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to {inance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Axd to Washmgton

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Washington tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $483.7 million or 69%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 8.92% to 5.86%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communiies,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Washington
would be eligible for $285.7 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 11,999 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Washington taxpayers would be $5.90.

Redefining National Security

It’s time o redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. 1t’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"z of 1% Pentagon budget + %z of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

I'or mformanon ahout your school d:smct go to our web site at wivw. na(prmr ort,, _
10 ordcr copzcs oflhc Rfmu is Ovey! nauonal feport contact NPP at (41})58! ‘)556 or email 1nf0@‘mtpnor nrg

The National Priorities Pro;ect (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or bther
information go to our website www. natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South S$t.4 Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 @ fax (413)586-9647 1 oo

www.natprior.org 4 info@natprior.org ~U

4, <
Derica 7 sotd

Copyright 2009, National Priorities Project, Inc. (NPP).



—Grassroots Factbook
Volume 3 o Series 2 « April 2000

A Publication of the National Priorities Project

RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In West Virginia and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

West Virginia’s Public Schoois are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Governmeﬁf’ﬂtfﬁﬁﬁﬁng Office:

42% of our elementary, secondary and hlgh schools
need total replacement or extensxve repalr

67% of our schools need extensive repair of at least
one major building feature, such’ asa roof or foundation.

Although communities natxonwxde iave doubled what.they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schoolsat this rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all the schoos that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Nationwide; school age population is expected to grow by
7,600,000 chxldren (an 18.7% increase) berween 1989 and
2009, ;csdnng in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Educarion Association:

It will cost $1.3 billion to modernize existing public schools

- in West Virginia, build schools to meet rising enroliments,

equip schools with modern technology and fund profes-

sional development for teachers,

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many West Virginia Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

¢ The cost of a new high school in West Virginia includes $28.9 million
in construction, and $21.7 million in interest payments.

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in West Virginia in 1997 was

: In§cst
ath,

R
! ik
New Schools

$130.45 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Govemment bas Cut Back in Ald to West Virginia

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwidc. in 1998 the federal government contributed
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to West Virginia  tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $294.8 million or 75%. ~ construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 9.52% to 8.27%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernizarion legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. West
Virginia would be eligible for $178.4 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 7,493 construction
jobs. Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs
in high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to West Virginia taxpayers would be $1.85.

Redefining National Security
It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥2 of 1% of
cach would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the
people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

+ $9

‘2 of 1% Pentagon budget + %% of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

: For mfurnmmn 1lmnt your school- d:smcx £0 to otir wcb sité Gt www natprmr org
]o (m]u (oplcs ‘of the Regess is ()vu n.'mnn.d FepoTE contact NPP it (/i 13)984-9556 or email info€ natprior. org

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources tc shape
federal budget and pelicy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our websitc www.natprior.org or conuact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.# Suite 302 Your Local Contact:
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 # fax (413)586-9647

www.natprior.org ¢ info@natprior.org l o 0
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Wisconsin and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Qur states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Wisconsin’s Public Schools ate
Dangerously Deteriorated

necd total replacement or extensive rcpzur

49% of our scheols need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundanon.

Although communities nationwide have doubled*.vha’i:thcy :
spent in 1990 on school construction it is not meetmg the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at thls rate; it will
take 50 vears just to fix up all the schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

School agé"{;éphlatioh 1s projected to grow by 76,000
children (a 9.7% increase) between 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

Accdr&iﬁg 0 a study by the National Education Association:

Iewill cost $5.7 bﬂhon to modernize existing public schools

‘ mWisconsm, buﬂd 's-fﬁhoolé to meet rising enrollments,
equiip schools with modern technology and fund profes-

sional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficule for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.
geiing Py g

Many Wisconsin Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

Construction

EI'T'J-L"' 1n§cst

New Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Wisconsin includes $23.4 million in
construction, and $17.5 million in interest payments.

¢ In facr, the average cost for debt service in Wisconsin in 1997 was
$718.48 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid toc Wisconsin

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contribured
community development, environmental, housing, only $400 million to schoo!l construction and moderniza-
job training and revenue sharing aid to Wisconsin tion. States and localities paid over $17 billion for

and its communities by $787.9 million or 86%. construction costs alone.

It has also cut back its share of education funding from 7.13% to 4.3%.

Federal Legislation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Wisconsin
would be eligible for $418.3 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 17,569 construction jobs.
Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverry, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Wisconsin taxpayers would be $4.71.

Redefining National Security

It’s time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spend $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world's only superpower. We give corporarions $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. It’s time to define narional security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

2 of 1% Pentagon budget + % of 1% Corperate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

s " For infogmation about your school district, go-td oir website at www.natprior.org: - . oL .
- Toordercopics of the Recess'is Over! nativnal repoft contait NPP at (413)584-9556 or.cmait info@iatprisrorg. - . -

The National Prierities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

17 New South St.¢ Suite 302 Your Local Contact;
Northampton, MA 01060

(413)584-9556 & fax (413)586-9647
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RECESS IS OVER!

It’s Time to Address America’s Overcrowded and Deteriorating Schools

In Wyoming and across the country, the condition of our schools endangers students and teachers and impairs the learning process.
Our states and communities do not have the resources to address this crisis on their own.
The federal government must do its fair share to address this national threat.

Wyoming’s Public Schools are
Dangerously Deteriorated

According to the Federal Government Accounting Office:

24% of our elementary, secondary and high schools
need total replacement or extensive repair.

49% of our schools need extensive repair of at least

one major building feature, such as a roof or foundarion.

Although communities nationwide have doubled what they
spent in 1990 on school construction, it is not meeting the
need. If we continue to modernize schools at rhis rate, it will
take 50 years just to fix up all che schools that were deemed in
bad shape in 1996.

School Construction Can’t Keep
Up with Population Growth

Schoolag pébdadbn is projected to grow by 3,000
children (3.4% incredse) berween 1989 and 2009,
resulting in overcrowding in many schools.

According to a study by the National Education Association:

. Itwill cost $634.4 million to modernize existing public

schools in Wyoming, build schools to meet rising enroll-
ments, equip schools with medern technology and fund
professional development for teachers.

The Impact on Students and Teachers

Recent studies show that students in deteriorated schools score 10-17 points lower than students in above standard schools.

Overcrowded schools make it more difficult for students to concentrate, and force teachers to spend much of their time

struggling simply to maintain order, rather than teaching.

Many Wyoming Communities Can’t Afford to Build or Modernize their Schools

¢ The cost of a new high school in Wyoming includes $11.8 million in

Construction

construction, and $8.8 million in interest payments,

# In fact, the average cost for debt service in Wyoming in 1997 was

@ Interest
e,

New Schools

$440.49 per pupil. Many schools and communities have poor
credit ratings or have reached the limit they can spend on debt service.

Local property taxes help finance these schools. The poorer a community, the fewer
resources it has to finance a school.
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_The Federal Government has Cut Back in Aid to Wyoming

Nationwide, in 1998 the federal government contributed
only $400 million to school construction and moderniza-
tion. States and localiries paid over $17 billion for

In the last 20 years, the federal government has cut
community development, environmental, housing,
job training and revenue sharing aid to Wyoming

and its communities by $45.4 million or 64%. construction costs alone.

Federal Legisiation Could Make School Construction and Repair Cost More Affordable

Proposed federal school modernization legislation would pay the interest on bonds for schools in hard pressed communities,
saving up to 50% of the cost of the school. All decisions about which schools are to be built would be left up to states
and localities. Nationwide the Department of Education estimates we could rebuild 6,000 schools in 10 years. Wyoming
would be eligible for $42.6 million in school construction bonds, which would generate 1,720 construction jobs.

Another federal proposal would provide $1.3 billion a year nationwide in grants and loans for urgent school repairs in
high poverty, high need districts. The annual cost for both programs to Wyoming taxpayers would be $3.40.

Redefining National Security

Its time to redefine national security and change where our tax dollars go. We spead $300 billion a year on the
Pentagon as the world’s only superpower. We give corporations $150 billion a year in tax breaks. Just ¥ of 1% of
each would pay for this bi-partisan legislation. Ir’'s time to define national security in terms of how we care for the

people of this nation rather than just by how many weapons we can stockpile.

Over 10 Years:

"2 of 1% Pentagon budget + ' of 1% Corporate Tax Breaks = 6,000 Rebuilt Schools

- Yor mformnuun .dmul your schoof dmnct go to otir \ub site at www natpriof. ori1
o ()fdcr copics ‘of the Recess is ()u: nmcnml TepoEt contact NPl at (413)584-9556 of cmiail infow n.nprmrnrg

The National Priorities Project (NPP) offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to shape
federal budget and policy priorities which promote social and economic justice. For more reports or other
information go to our website www.natprior.org or contact us at (413) 584-9556.

Your Local Contact:
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Northampton, MA 01060
(413)584-9556 @ fax (413)586-9647 2,
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The NATIONAL PRIORITIES PROJECT produces reports for organizers, national, state and community groups, analysts, advo-
. cates and clected officials. NPP offers a variety of at-a-glance overviews in. one to four page formats, localized press kits for each
release, talking points for general use and a variety of other tools for organizers and the public. Please contact NPP for information.

The National Pricrities Project has many releases currently in publication. Hundreds of state and city reports are available for free
download through our web site, www.natprior.org. Hard copy of these and our national reports are alsc available for order directly
through NPP. For more information please emaif INPP at info@natprior.org or call us at {(413) 584-9556.

Ordering information for recent publications and the new print, National Security? is below:

The State of the States 2000:

The Third Annual Assessment of the State We're In
This release includes a 28-page national report, 4-

Choices That Matter:

Federal Decisions and Your Hometown
This four-color, illustrated

The STATE OF THESTATES
S 2000 N

page reports for ail 50 states and 2-page reports
for more than 100 cities. It examines a 20-year
federal spending trand in five areas of critical social
need: economic security, education, the environ-
ment, health care and housing and juxtaposes the
federal commitment to meet those needs with the
spending on unnecessary cold war type weapons.

information package, NPP's
1999 State of the States
Release, includes an 8-page
national overview; a three-
panel illustrated discre-
tionary spending pullout,
two inserts including a state-

National Report * $14.95 ea. S & H $2.50 by-state data wble, wlking

Quanticy Sub Total §. points and local reports for
. State Quantity $3.00ex § - all 50 states and dozens of
Critical Needs $1.00 S & H (when ordered ~fone) THOLES THAT IRATTER US. citdes.
T_HET_I_!_’:’ST":"_H Cicy _ Quantity $2.00 ea. federa arq0ee ag Your Hometawn
$1.00S & H (when ordered alone) ’
SubTotal $ National, State & City Reports, (al-inclusive) ® $11.95 ea.
Total § S &H $2.50
State Quantity Total $ —

Working Hard, Earning Less: The Story of Job Growth in America

This 24-page national report is published by NPP in collaboration with Jobs with Justice. It was the first
known research publication to establish a livable wage for each of the 50 states. Among other points,
this report reveals the twenty jobs with the most growth and shows
that 74% of those jobs pay less than a livable wage. Local reports are
available for all 50 states. (April 1999)

National Repert * $7.95 ea. S & H $2.00

" . “Other titles available
from NPP )

1

Are You Winning or Losing?,

Quantity SubTotal $___ 32-page Suate of the States report on
State Reports = 4-page Talking Points * $3.00 ea. 5 & H $2.00 Federal Spending Priorities. (1998)
State Quantity _____SubTotal $____
,;},;(‘ > sh $1.00 S & H $1.00 America's Heart and Soul:
2.page Organizin ecet * $1.00ea. S&H $I1.

s A pag ganizing Qur Children at Risk,
WoakiNG HarD, /% S Q ) s(:h.;f :rdle:d alone) 2-page report on Americas'
EARNING LEsS P e vandly e Communities and Children. {1996)
THC STORY 00 23l LI H B4 AMEMCA é Totai s

{-.'A"g\ A Rtk w0 b Mty Fswres Pt 1Y

: HT i ol Voter Education Campaign:
N

» Jobs and the Economy, 2-page
reports commenting on the
condition of America's work force.

« America's Children, 2-page
report describing the condition of
children in America.

+ Senlors, 2-page repcrt detailing
the situation of America's seniors.
(1996)

Ten And I

National Security?

Created by New York artist Amy Bartell, this print uses a combination of
images, words and color to present a strong message. It questions our nations’
current priorities favoring unnecessary defense spending, corporate welfare
and tax brezks for the wealthy over the needs of the general public. The print
features the poignant quote of former Congresswoman Barbara Jordan *“The
stakes are too high for government to be a spectator sport” This beautiful art-
work is available in three formats: a 14 x |8 print, note cards and post cards.
Prints: Signed $29.00 + Unsigned $15.00

Note Cards: $22.00 « Pack of 12 cards w/ envelopes

Post Cards: $8.00 * 12 Postcards

Gift Pack: $25.00 » 12 Note Cards w/envelopes & 6 Pgst Cards

Creating a Common Agenda,
72-page report on national budget
priorities. (1995)

Shipping Information & Other NPP Resources on Next Page
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Become a Local Organizing Partner

The National Priorities Project specializes in producing easy-to-under-
stand reports and fact sheets that explain the impact of federal spending
policies on a national, state and city basis. We work continually with nation-
al organizations and local citizen groups to produce localized material, as part
of our Grassroots Factbook series, that illustrates what federal spending deci-
sions mean to families across America.

You can help make these critical choices a larger part of the public debate
by joining our Local Organizing Partners Program. This program is part of NPP's
effort to build stronger relationships with grassroots organizations and coali-
tions across the nation. More than 80 community groups in 33 states current-
ly participate as Partners. This type of collaboration brings national policy to
the doorsteps of people across the nation in a way that is easy to understand
and accessible for all.

Our Local Organizing Pariners Program is designed to be accessible and
affordable. If you are interested in becoming a Partner please contact Pamela

- Schwartz for more information about this and other exciting oppartunities to
work with NPP.

# Local Orgaiizing Partner.nformation’

w. At Your Service . .o

The staff of the
National Priorities Project
" is available to offer expert
testimony, conference or
other presentaticns on a
"~ variety of topics, -
‘classroom lectures or
~ technical assistance' -
based oﬁ its research and
o " publications.
e For more information y

- please contact -
Stacy Roth at (413) 584-9556.

Name of Organization

Stafl Contact & Title

Address

City State Zip

Emaii

Phone Web Site address (if applicable)

$:5hipping Infornation:

Name Title

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Email

Phone Web Site address (if applicable)

Quantity pricing available; please call for information. NPP is committed to providing these important organizing tools to
groups all over the country, regardless of the organization's ability to give financially. Please contact NPP for more information about

how your group can benefit.
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The National Priorities Project offers citizens and community
groups tools and resources to shape federal budget and policy
priorities which promote social and economic justice.

User-Friendly Presentations

Localized Reports

Accurate Data

National Overview . Thoughtful Analysis

Mericars s1oF

National Priorities Project
17 New South St., Suite 301
Northampron, MA 01060
413.584.9556 fax 413.586.9647
email: info@natprior.org
WWW.Natprior.org

NDPP is 2 501(c)(3) organtzation  Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.
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